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Summary of Work & Minutes from Friday, April 3, 2015 

Prior! to! the! meeting,! the!Matrix' for' Reviewing' State' Standards! was! used! to! evaluate! the!Archived'
Massachusetts'English'Language'Arts'Curriculum'Framework! (2001)! in! three!domains:! Implications! for!
Instruction,!Clarity! and!Focus,! and! Implementation!and!Sustainability.! The! individual!preLwork!activity!
allowed!each!member!of!the!subLcommittee!to!gain!handsLon!experience!with!the!matrix!to!determine!
its!efficiency!and!applicability!as!a!viable!instrument!to!meet!the!goals!of!the!commission.!!The!purpose!
of! the! meeting! on! Friday,! April! 3! was! to! calibrate! subLcommittee! members'! perspectives! to! ensure!
alignment!and!make!adjustments!to!the!matrix!and!teacher!survey!as!needed.!In!general,!we!found!the!
Matrix'for'Reviewing'State'Standards!as!a!useful!tool!in!determining!quality!standards!and,!in!its!use,!we!
found!that!the!matrix!established!a!viable!process!to!guide!the!work!of!the!commission/subcommittee!
moving!forward.!!
!
!Specific!findings/decisions!include:!
• Interpretation!of!standards!and!implementation!varied.!The!matrix!allowed!for!the!subcommittee!to!

have!structured!discussions!and!arrive!at!points!of!agreement!and!steps!for!moving!forward.!
• The!Archived'Massachusetts' English' Language' Arts' Curriculum' Framework' (2001)'included! features!

that! may! support! teachers! in! their! understanding! and! assimilation! of! standards! into! classroom!
instruction.! For! example,! the! framework! included! exemplars,! examples,! and! suggested! reading!
resources!embedded!within!the!standards! for!easy!reference.!Additionally,! the!standards!were!also!
written! concisely.! The! succinct! nature! of! the! standards! allowed! for! the!main! focus! to! be! easy! to!
identify!and!would!likely!help!teachers!in!their!translation!to!teaching!and!learning.!!

• These!aforementioned!findings!provide!a!starting!place!for!the!specific,!formal!recommendations!that!
are!to!be!proposed!to!the!NC!State!Board!of!Education/General!Assembly!as!set!forth!in!Senate!Bill!
812.!!

• Through!subcommittee!review!and!discussion,!it!was!decided!that!an!additional!domain!will!be!added!
to!the!Matrix'for'Reviewing'State'Standards!to!incorporate!priority!areas!that!should!be!considered!in!
the!assessment!of!standards:!!

o ELA! standards! in! grades! KL5!will! be! evaluated! based! on! the! inclusion! of( ELA(Foundational(
Skills,!which!are!the!essential,!basic!skills!of!early!reading/writing!needed!to!prepare!students!
for!successful!secondary!school!matriculation.!!!
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o ELA! standards! in! grades! 6L12! will! be! evaluated! for! their! capacity! for(Post( Secondary(
Readiness( to! ensure! standards!will!prepare! students! for! academic! expectations! demanded!
on!ACT/SAT!and!the!option!for!college/technical!school!admissions.!!

• There!was!also!a!decision!to!modify!the(Clarity(and(Focus(domain!to!include!parents!in!
the!“Understanding!by!the!General!Public”!indicator.(!

• Finally,!the!subcommittee!adjusted!the!Teacher!Survey!to!include!questions!that!align!to!matrix.!!
(
(
Next(Steps:(!
Since!much!new!learning!emerged!from!the!discussion!and!calibration!of!the!subcommittee,!it!would!be!
important! to! repeat! the!process! to!better!establish! the!process!and!efficiency! in!evaluating!standards!
and!to!gain!additional!knowledge!to!formulate!the!commission’s!recommendations.!!Moving!forward,!a!
holistic( evaluation! of! standards!will! be! conducted! as! opposed! to! a! standardLbyLstandard! assessment!
using!the!modified!matrix.!The!following!state!standards!will!be!reviewed:!California!(prior!to!common!
core),!Texas!and!North!Carolina!(current!standards).!These!states,!along!with!the!Massachusetts,!provide!
for!a!varied!review!of!standards,!both!common!core!and!nonLcommon!core,!which!should!yield!valuable!
information! to! advance! the!work! of! the! commission.! To! cover! all! of! these! standards! adequately,! the!
subcommittee!will!divide!review!efforts!into!grade!level!bands!as!follows:!

1.!Olivia!OxendineLgrades!KL4!
2.!Denise!WattsLgrades!3L8!
3.!Laurie!McCollumLgrades!6L12!
4.!Katie!LemonsLgrades!9L12!

(
To!allow!for!"realLtime"!calibration!of!our!onLgoing!work,!the!Matrix'for'Reviewing'State'Standards'has!
been!created!within!a!Google!doc!with!subcommittee!access.!!
 


