Location:

Time:

NC Council for Women/Domestic Violence Commission

Quarterly Meeting Minutes
NC Council for Women
November 20, 2009

3739 National Drive, Suite 100
Raleigh, NC 27612

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Attendees: Ms. Sylvia Ray (Chair), Ms. Bobbie Deese, Ms. Becky Long, Ms. Melissa Reed, Ms. Minnie Forte-
Brown, Ms. Lynn Shoemaker-Younce, Ms. Mary Peterson, Ms. Muriel Offerman, Ms. Darlene Waddell, Ms.
Peggy Hammond, Ms. Meenal Khajuria,

NC CFW/DVC Staff: Executive Director Jill Dinwiddie, Ms. Patti Kelley, Ms. Jackie Jordan, Ms. Courtney Watkins
Guests: DOA Legislative Liaison- Ms. Christy Agner, Governor’s Office Policy Analyst- Ms. Megan Brown,
General Assembly Fiscal Research-Ms. Claire Hester, Ms. Beth Dehghan from Commission on Status of Women,
DOA Communications Director-Ms. Jill Lucas

l. Call to Order- Chair, Sylvia Ray
e Welcomed new members and asked everyone to introduce themselves.

Il. Director’s Introduction- Jill Dinwiddie
¢ Jill Dinwiddie introduced herself, went over her work history/political involvement, and discussed
what led her to become the new Executive Director. Her goal is to raise visibility of the Council and
build a strong team. She also wants to focus on empowering and addressing the needs of girls and
young women. Questions she has for the Council:

1. How can we get in front of as many women as possible?

2. How can we provide leadership development and encourage civic engagement among young

women?
i.e.) “Girls Rock The House”in Charlotte

3. How can we help in teaching young girls financial literacy and self sufficiency?

4. What could we do to address the topic of teen pregnancy and help to break the cycle of poverty
for these young girls? Focus on empowerment and prevention.

5. Do women in every part of the state have access to affordable healthcare? If not, how could we

impact that?

6. How could we impact work/family balance issues for women?

7. How could we impact the issue of pay equity?

8. How can we impact the issues of DV and SA beyond awarding grants?

9. What types of micro-financing programs exist for women entrepreneurs? Could we start one

on a state level?

e Jill Dinwiddie talked about the Women’s Conference (now called the Governor’s Conference for
Women) scheduled for Nov. 9, 2010-- working on themes and potential speakers. Potential
guests/sessions include: Panel of female governors, session on the environment, session on the
industrialization of food (Alice Waters), Maria Shriver as one of the headliners. Jill Dinwiddie
welcomes any ideas and contacts the Council might have and asked for volunteers to assist with
planning. http://www.ncwomensconference.com
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Approval of Minutes

Sylvia Ray asked if everyone reviewed the minutes from the last meeting and asked the Council for
approval of the minutes. Mary Peterson moved to approve, Muriel Offerman seconded and all were
in favor.

Displaced Homemaker (DH) Grant Update- Jackie Jordan

A list of the DH grant award recipients (with amounts) was given to the Council.

Jackie Jordan requested that the grants committee help determine the grant award formula for next
year’s grant cycle.

Snapshot of the process: For FY 2009-2010, 41 programs applied and 35 were funded. The
application process starts in the spring of each year. There is a mandatory training session for the
programs prior to completing an application--conducted by NC CFW/DVC grants administrators
(they have done this for the past two years). The council has reviewed the DH grants for last two
years. DH programs receive divorce filing fee (DFF) money in addition to DH money. The DH
contract is in place for a 15 month period—after 15 months, the money must be spent or returned
to NC CFW/DVC.

Jackie Jordan distributed a list of FY 2008-2009 4" quarter DFF amounts. $289,699 was the total
amount of DH money awarded this year.

Jackie Jordan will update the Council at each meeting if there are compliance issues with any of the
programs and she will also answer questions about how programs are spending their money.
Darlene Waddell asked if we have an auditor. “Not on staff”, it’s up to Jackie to make sure the
money is spent appropriately. Darlene really feels there needs to be more accountability when
you’re awarding almost $300,000. Jill Dinwiddie agreed that maybe a review (not a full audit) from
each program be required in order to receive funds. The Governor would like to see more
transparency on how state money is being spent. From a program perspective, Sylvia Ray thinks
program staff needs more training or the proper software to accurately track and report their
spending. The NC Center for Non-Profits (Jane Kendall) might be able to enlighten the council on
what trainings can be or are being offered by their organization.

Sylvia Ray talked about the importance of sustainability and that programs need to be
supplementing and raising other funds on their own due to the small DH award amount.

Committee Reports

DH Manual Committee (Patti Kelley) - They are working on an outline for the manual and a proposal
was written to obtain an intern through the Youth Advocacy office. The intern, if awarded to us,
would write and compile the manual based on the outline the committee comes up with.
Sustainability will be a major focus of the manual. Jill Dinwiddie will be stressing sustainability as
she meets with regional offices and programs.

Status of Women Committee (Patti Kelley) - The Council determined they needed better information
to assess the needs and goals of women in NC. Tara Minter, Patti Kelley and the committee worked
on the Z. Smith Reynolds grant application. Z. Smith Reynolds staff came to interview the
committee and the board meets today to see if the Council will be awarded $35,000 a year for two
years. The Institute on Women’s Policy Research is the agency we would hire to do the research.

Page 2



VI.

VII.

VIII.

Legislative Committee (Mary Peterson)-An invitation was given to anyone interested in serving on
the committee-- Melissa Reed might like to join the committee. Mary Peterson wants the
committee to make an appointment with the Governor before the next session to see what her
goals are for the Council. Sylvia Ray hopes to host another reception at the Governors mansion in
2011.

Legislative Update- Christy Agner

She has been listening and attending every first meeting of the study committees to see how the
Council’s goals/mission may pertain.

The Legislative Program Evaluation Committee- looking at program management of grants and
studying state oversight of not-for-profit grants.NC CFW/DVC staff participated in a survey regarding
grant management procedures. Looking at making the grants performance-based and increasing
accountability. There is a need for an online grants processing system so staff can focus on the
results of the money awarded as opposed to processing it. The full report can be found online:
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/PED/Reports/documents/NFP/NFR Report.pdf

Domestic Violence Jt. Legislative Committee- discussing prevention and law enforcement’s role in
DV situations

DV Commission meeting scheduled Dec. 4™ —directed by 2009 Session Law to look at state
oversight and coordination of sexual assault services and whether sexual violence should be
included as a focus area for the Commission. The report will present findings to Jt. Legislative
Committee on Feb. 1, 2010.

Legislative training for the whole Council should be given at the next board meeting in Feb. before
the next session starts in May.

Christy addressed the issue of broadening taxes, but with elections in 2010, that might not happen
until 2011. She will send the Council the link to listen to tax committee meetings.

Old Business

Mary Peterson and Sonya Reid manned a table at the Job Link Career Expo earlier this fall. It went
very well and it was very well attended. Participating increased the Council’s visibility and provided
us an opportunity to answer questions/give referrals. Becky Long reported that 4, 250 people
attended and she heard positive feedback- many attendees realized they knew a DH and took
information home to them.

Expanding Council scope: the Council wants to look at multiple issues affecting women and
reevaluate the DH definition.

New Business

Women on Boards and Commissions: in the past 10 years there hasn’t been much progress in
increasing the number of women who serve on boards. The Council would like the Governor to
know they are very concerned about this. The four new Board of Governors Members are all men.
Should the Council partner with some other organizations to emphasize the issue of women on
boards? The Women’s Forum is working on identifying women who may want to serve on boards.
The Council can continue to draw attention to and express concern on this issue with the Governor.
Women make up 20% of appointments and in the last 9 months it’s actually been less than 20%.
Melissa Reed moved to have the Council work with the Governor and partner with other
organizations including; NC Women’s Forum, NC Women’s Business Owners and NC Center for
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Women in Public Service to increase the percentage of women on all boards and commissions.
Muriel Offerman seconded and all were in favor.

e Muriel Offerman suggested reaching out to women and encouraging them to attend workshops
through NC Women’s Business Owners and the NC Center for Women in Public Service summer
institute at Peace College.

e Guest, Beth Dehghan reported that Women in NC is focusing on taking information from the local
level to a global level at the National Women’s Conference. Women in NC has no funding and they
are trying to raise money to send students to the conference. She is seeking advice regarding other
resources they might approach for funding. She brought up the idea of having the students who
attend the National Conference present what they learned at the Governor’s Conference.

Closing Remarks/Adjournment

e Updates for the notebook can be found in back of the packets they received today

The next Council meeting is set for Feb. 5" at 10 am.

Sylvia Ray invited the Council to the second annual Fayetteville Dancing with the Stars on March 20"
Meeting adjourned at 12 pm
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