BEVERLY EAVES PERDUE
GOVERNOR

AMERICAN INDIAN HERITAGE MONTH
2012
BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, North Carolina is home to more than 122,000 American Indians, giving the
state the largest American Indian population east of the MISSISSlppl River and the eighth largest
American Indian population in the United States; and

WHEREAS, the State of North Carolina is home to eight Indian tribes and four urban Indian
organizations: The Coharie, the Eastern Band of Cherokee, the Haliwa-Saponi, the Lumbee, the
Meherrin, the Occaneechi Band of the Saponi, the Sappony, the Waccamaw-Siouan and the
Cumberiand County Association for Indian people, Guilford Native American Association,
Metrolina Native American Association and the Triangle Native American Society; and

WHEREAS, the State of North Carolina has a long-standing and historic government-to-
government relationship with American Indian tribes, protecting and advocating for sovereign
rights of our tribes and benefiting American Indian citizens; and

WHEREAS, North Carolina Indian Tribes and organizations make major contributions to
the economic weli-being of the state through their provision of jobs, educational opportunities for
students, housing in Indian communities, as well as protecting and preserving our rich American
Indian culture and heritage through art and musical expression; and

‘WHEREAS, American Indian music has been used as a mode of oral narrative and
presentation of the histories of North Carolina’s native peoples, and is an integral part of our tribal
identity and our cultural heritage; and

WHEREAS, the 2012 theme for Indian Heritage Month is Qur Music Tells Our Story, and
is an opportunity to reflect upon the importance music has played in sustaining our American Indian
heritage in North Carolina and across our nation, as well as the role music continues to play in
propelling us forward; '

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BEVERLY EAVES PERDUE, Governor of the State of North
Carolina, do hereby proclaim November 2012, as “AMERICAN INDIAN HERITAGE
MONTH” in North Carolina, and urge our citizens to recognize and celebrate the many
achievements and contributions made by the native inhabitants of North Carolina.
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BEVERLY EAVES PERDUE

IN WI , | have hereunto set my hand and affixed the Great Seal of the
State of North “ M8 pitol in Raleigh this twenty-third day of October in the year of our
Lord two thousad ,4nd of the Independence of the United States of America the two
hundred and thirty-seventh.



