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State Youth Council (SYC)State Youth Council (SYC)
The State Youth Council (SYC) coordinates 
local youth councils across the state and 
assists newly organized councils. The Youth 
Advisory Council is an advisory body for SYC 
and is made up of high school students and 
adults appointed by the governor, as well as 
youth members elected by SYC.

SYC promotes youth involvement in 
community affairs and in decision-making 
processes at all levels of government.

SYC sponsors activities such as:

Youth Legislative Assembly 
(YLA) YLA is a mock 
legislative session where 
high school students voice 
their opinions and vote 
on issues concerning local, 
state and national government. 
Each youth delegate is a member of one 
of 10 legislative committees, which discuss 
and recommend to the main assembly bills 
relating to Issues such as veto power, raising 
the juvenile age and AIDS testing. The bills are 
then debated and voted on by the full Youth 
Legislative Assembly. The three-day session is 
patterned after the N.C. General Assembly.

Mini Grants
SYC awards mini-grants to qualifi ed 
organizations annually. These funds are 
used as seed money for community projects 
initiated and organized by teenagers. Each 
application is reviewed, debated and voted 
on by the youth delegates at a board of 
directors meeting.

Contact:
Coordinator State Youth Council

Youth Advocacy and Involvement Offi ce
116 West Jones St.

Raleigh, N.C. 27603

Mailing Address
1319 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, N.C. 27699-1319

Phone: 919.807.4400
Fax: 919.807.4415

For additional information visit:
www.ncyaio.com
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N.C.  Department of Administration
Youth Advocacy and Involvement Offi ce

Clean-up of a senior retirement center in Cary.

This public document was produced in March 2010.
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Making blankets and get well-cards for 
children at Jeff Gordon’s Children’s Hospital.

Youth and adults receive fi rst aid and CPR 
training for service in their communities.

ProjectsProjects
Projects are essential to a youth council 
and should address and work to solve 
problems facing youth. These projects 
should involve the membership, as well as 
the community, in fact fi nding, discussion, 
planning and action in a variety of areas.

Projects sponsored by Youth Councils:

• Social recreation survey and 
recommendations for action

• Work experience program
• Community beautifi cation and 
 clean-up campaign
• Youth Day, a school day devoted to 

working in and observing business, 
industries, city and county government, 
and professions in the community

• A campaign to promote safer teenage 
driving, including a driver education 
program sponsored by the school and 
community

• Partnerships with school and public 
libraries to provide students with study 
facilities

• Service project for the Cabarrus Project
• Fundraiser for Make-a-Wish Foundation
• Zimbabwe Youth School Supply Drive

Youth CouncilsYouth Councils
Many states have youth councils, but strangely 
enough, those groups are often composed 
of adults. The Youth council concept in North 
Carolina is different. Our youth councils are 
composed of youth who undertake projects 
that will benefi t the other area youth. Youth 
councils are usually affi liated with city or 
county governments.

PurposePurpose
Youth councils throughout North Carolina 
work to:

• Provide an organization of young people 
that can carry out projects to benefi t youth.

• Provide an opportunity for young 
people to share in local government 
matters and to learn skills of leadership and 
responsibility.

• Initiate programs and projects that benefi t 
youth, as well as the community.

• Serve, listen and represent the youth of 
North Carolina in all matters of civic interest 
and need.

OrganizationOrganization
The State Youth Council, a part of 
Youth Advocacy and Involvement 
Offi ce, is the statewide coordinating 
agency interested in the development 
of youth councils. Upon request, 
you will be sent a Youth Council 
Organizational Manual which gives 
information on the youth council 
concept, suggests methods for 
organizing and gives examples of 
youth council projects and programs.


