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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION,
DIVISION OF PURCHASE & CONTRACT

Invitation for Bicl #: DPC-1366875677-BP

Storage Batteries

Date Issued: April 11, 2025

Bid Opening Date: May 16, 2025
At 2:00 PM ET
Direct all inquiries concerning this IFB to:
Brian Phillips
State Procurement Specialist Il
E-mail: brian.phillips@doa.nc.gov
Phone: 984-236-0296



| STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

Invitation for Bid #

DPC-1366875677-BP

For internal state agency processing, including tabulation of bids, provide your company’s eVP (Electronic Vendor
Portal) Number. Pursuant to G.S. 132-1.10(b) this identification number shall not be released to the public. This
page will be removed and shredded, or otherwise kept confidential, before the procurement file is made available
for public inspection.

This page shall be filled out and returned with your bid.
Failure to do so may subject your bid to rejection.
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Comlira Botenw Distrbiors,

“Viandor Name
40716291

Vendor eVP#

|
|
l
|
|
|
\

Notq: For a contract to be awarded to you, your company (you) must be a North Carolina registered
Vendor in good standing. You must enter the Vendor number assigned through eVP. If you do not have
‘ a Vendor number, register at https://vendor.ncgov.com/vendor/login

Ver. 11/2024
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LL Inquiries regarding this IFB to: Invitation for Bid #: DPC-1366875677-BP

espondence with vendors shall be through | Bids will be publicly opened:

ba Sourcing Tool. Questions will be . 2
d in the Ariba Sourcing Tool (only) based Microsoft Tea ms Need hEIp -

schedule in Section 2.4 Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 273 678 555 973 8

Passcode: 8gh6nC9k

Dial in by phone
+1 984-204-1487,,870932212# United States,
Raleigh
Find a local number
Phone conference ID: 870 932 212#

Join on a video conferencing device
Tenant key: ncgov@m.webex.com

Video ID: 114 192 196 2

More info
For Statewide Use of All State Entities Commodity # and Description:
STC #: 2611A 261117 — Batteries and Cells and Accessories
EXECUTION

In compl:tnce with this Invitation for Bid (IFB), and subject to all the conditions herein, the undersigned Vendor offers and agrees to furnish and

deliver a

y or all items upon which prices are bid, at the prices set opposite each item within the time specified herein.

By executing this bid, the undersigned Vendor understands that false certification is a Class | felony and certifies that:

this bid is submitted competitively and without collusion (G.S. 143-54),

that none of its officers, directors, or owners of an unincorporated business entity has been convicted of any violations of Chapter 78A
of the General Statutes, the Securities Act of 1933, or the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (G.S. 143-59.2), and

itis not an ineligible Vendor as set forth in G.S. 143-59.1.

Furthermore, by executing this bid, the undersigned certifies 10 the best of Vendor’s knowledge and belief, that:

As requiri

it and its principals are not presently debarred, susoended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible or voluntarily excluded from
covered transactions by any Federal or State depar:ment or agency.

ed by G.S. 143-48.5, the undersigned Vendor certifies that it, and each of its sub-contractors for any Contract awarded as a result of this

IFB, complies with the requirements of Article 2 of Chapter €4 of the NC General Statutes, including the requirement for each employer with

more tha

As requir

n 25 employees in North Carolina to verify the work authorization of its employees through the federal E-Verify system.

ed by Executive Order 24 (2017), the undersigned Vendor certifies will comply with all Federal and State requirements concerning fair

employment and that it does not and will not discriminate, harass, or retaliate against any employee in connection with performance of any

Contract

Ver: 2/9/2i

arising from this solicitation.
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G.S. 133-32 and Executive Order 24 (2009) prohibit the offe- to, or acceptance by, any State Employee associated with the preparing plans,
specifications, estimates for public Contract; or awarding or administering public Contracts; or inspecting or supervising delivery of the public
Contract of any gift from anyone with a Contract with the State, or from any person seeking to do business with the State. By execution of this
bid response to the IFB, the undersigned certifies, for Vendor’s entire organization and its employees or agents, that Vendor are not aware that
any such gift has been offered, accepted, or promised by any 2mployees or agents of Vendor’s organization.

By executing this bid, Vendor certifies that it has read and agre=d to the INSTRUCTION TO VENDORS and the NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL TERMS
AND CONDITIONS incorporated below. These documents can be accessed from the Ariba Sourcing Tool.

Failure to execute/sign bid prior to submittal may rencer bid invalid and it MAY BE REJECTED. Late bids cannot be accepted.
COMPLETE/FORMAL NAME OF VENDOR:

Caroh/h@o#cm Distribittois TN

STREET ADDRESS: "4 r}' g P.0. BOX: Z} ?%l/
1S Gealin s §Ul -
CITY & STATEQP(I ( TELEPHONE NUMBER: TOLL FREE TEL. NO:

Kenpersudle . N, 27254

PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS ADDRESS IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE (SEE INSTRUCTION

PRINT NAME & TITLE OF PERSON SIGNING ON BEHALF OF VENDCR:

' __May . Prident

VENDOR’S A RIZED SIGNATU! DATE: E-MAIL:
Wf ;’ 5/6/7.% &D@ijmdédf/dq net
4 N/
VALIDITY PERTOD
Offer shall be valld for at least one hundred twenty (120) days from date of bid opening, unless otherwise stated here: days, or if extended

by mutual agreement in writing of the parties. Any withdrawal of this offer shall be made in writing, effective upon receipt by the agency issuing
this IFB.

BID ACCEPTANCE

If your bid is accepted, all provisions of this IFB, along with the wvritten results of any negotiations, shall constitute the written agreement between
the partiés (“Contract”). The NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL TERIMS AND CONDITIONS are incorporated herein and shall apply. Depending upon the
Goods or Services being offered, other terms and conditions may apply, as mutually agreed.

FOR STATE USE ONLY: Offer accepted and Contract avarded on date of ___June 27, 2025 as indicated,

by 6? Brian Phillips, State Procurement Specialist III
(Autharized Representative of Department of Administration, Division of Purchase & Contract)

Ver: 11/2024 2
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1.0 }PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND

The Department of Administration (DOA) serves as the business manager for North Carolina State government and provides
Ieadershlp to State government for the effective, efficient, economical, and equitable delivery of services to the public. The
department also aids and services several advocacy programs that serve diverse segments of the State’s population that have
traditionally been underserved. The Division of Purchase & Contract (P&C) is the strategic force to provide the State’s entities
with a catalog of Statewide Term Contracts (STC) that provide for an encompassing organized and efficient manner to pool
resources to provide goods and services.

The State through the Department of Administration (C'OA) Division of Purchase & Contract (P&C) is seeking qualified vendors to
establlsh a Statewide Term Contract to furnish and deliver the State’s requirements for Goods throughout the State of North
Carolma‘ on an “As Needed” basis, if and when orderec by Sate Departments, Agencies, and Higher Education Institutions during
the contract period.

This Stat’e of North Carolina is seeking vendors to supply the State’s requirements for storage batteries for a variety of applications
such as automotlve marine, golf and back-up battery power.

To comply with Governor Cooper’s Executive Order 80 ' October 2018), North Carolina’s Commitment to Address Climate Change
and Transition to a Clean Energy Economy, the contract resulting from this solicitation intends to provide sustainability features
looking for, per industry standards.

The intent of this Invitation for Bid (hereinafter, “IFB”) is to receive pricing from Vendors which will offer savings to the State and
confirm, through Vendors’ submission of bids, its ability to meet the State’s needs.

The contract resulting from this IFB is mandatory for State departments and most State Agencies, and by State higher education
|nst|tut|ens (except under the conditions specified in (5.S. 115D-58.14(a) and G.S. 116-13). The Contract may also be utilized,
without further competition, by non-mandatory State Agencies and Other Eligible Entities.

Bids shall be submitted in accordance with the terms ar d conditions of this IFB and any addenda issued hereto.

The intent of this solicitation is to award Statewide Terra Contract.

1.1 'CONTRACT TERM
The Con'gract shall have an initial term of five (5) years, seginning on the date of final Contract execution (the “Effective Date”) or

May 30, 2025 whichever is later.

At any time during the contract period the State may conduct an Open Enrollment process by posting a solicitation in the Ariba
Sourcing Tool for the purpose of adding new manufacturer(s) to the contract, to provide a wide coverage of Goods. The awarded
Vendors|will remain on the contract for the duration of the contract term unless terminated for convenience.

The State reserves the right to extend a contract term after the last active term.

1.2  ESTIMATED SPEND

Based on historical data, the State has purchased approximately $9.3MM of Storage Batteries, during the Contract Term of December
2018 - December 2024. This amount is not guaranteed ar d could be more or less than the historical expenditure during the contract
period. No maximum or minimum quantities are guaranteed.

2.0 GENERAL INFORMATION

2.1 INVITATION FOR BID DOCUMENT

The IFB is comprised of the base IFB document, any attachments, and any addenda released before Contract award, which are
incorporated herein by reference.

Ver: 11/2024 5
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2.2 iE-PROCUREMENT FEE

ATI'ENTlON This is an NC eProcurement solicitation facilitated by the Ariba Network. The E-Procurement fee may apply to this
solicitation. See paragraph entitled ELECTRONIC PROC JREMENT of the North Carolina General Terms and Conditions.

General information on the E-Procurement Services car be found at: http://eprocurement.nc.gov/.

What is the Ariba Network?

The Ariba Network is a web-based platform that serves as a connection point for buyers and vendors. Vendors can log in to the
Ariba Network to view purchase orders, respond to electronic requests for quotes, participate in Sourcing Events, and collaborate
with buyers on contract documents.

For trairiing on how to use the Sourcing Tool to view solicitations, submit questions, develop responses, upload documents, and

submit offers to the State, Vendors should go to the following site:
{

http://eProcurement.nc.gov/training/vendor-training.

23 iNOTICE TO VENDORS REGARDING IFB TERMS AND CONDITIONS

It shall be the Vendor’s responsibility to read the Instructions to Vendors, the North Carolina General Terms and Conditions, all
relevant' exhibits and attachments, and any other commponents made a part of this IFB and comply with all requirements and
specmcatlons herein. Vendors also are responsible for obtaining and complying with all Addenda and other changes that may be
issued i m connection with this IFB.

If Vendo‘rs have questions, or issues regarding any component within this IFB, those must be submitted as questions in accordance
with the instructions in the BID QUESTIONS Section. If the State determines that any changes will be made as a result of the
questuoqs asked, then such decisions will be communicated in the form of an IFB addendum. The State may also elect to leave
open the possibility for later negotiation and amendment of specific provisions of the Contract that have been addressed during
the questlon -and-answer period.

Other than through the process of negotiations under 01 NCAC 05B.0503, the State rejects and will not be required to evaluate or
considefany additional or modified terms and conditions submitted with Vendor’s bid. This applies to any language appearing in
or attached to the document as part of the Vendor’s bid that purports to vary any terms and conditions or Vendors’ instructions
herein or to render the bid non-binding or subject to further negotiation. Vendor’s bid shall constitute a firm offer that shall be
held opep for the period required herein (“Validity Period” above).

The Staté may exercise its discretion to consider Vendor proposed modifications. By execution and delivery of this IFB Response,
the Vendor agrees that any additional or modified terms and conditions, whether submitted purposely or inadvertently, shall have
no force or effect, and will be disregarded unless expressly agreed to during negotiations and incorporated by way of a Best and
Final Oﬂér (BAFO). Noncompliance with, or any attempt to alter or delete, this paragraph shall constitute sufficient grounds to
reject Vefndor’s bid as nonresponsive.

2.4 |‘IFB SCHEDULE

The tablé below shows the intended schedule for this IF3. The State will make every effort to adhere to this schedule.

Issue IFB State April 11, 2025

Hold Pre-Bid Conference/Site Visit State April 17, 2025 10:00 AM
Submit Written Questions Vendor April 25, 2025

Provide Responses to Questions State May 9, 2025

Submit Bids Vendor May 16, 2025 2:00 PM
Intended Contract Award State May 30, 2025 (estimated)

Ver: 11/2024 6
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2.5 'PRE-BID CONFERENCE

Urged énd Cautioned Pre-Bid Conference

Microsoft Teams Need help?
Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 278 660 734 913 0
Passcode: 70S3qt7Q

Dial in by phone

+1 984-204-1487,,180179381# United S:ates, Raleigh
Find a local number

Phone conference ID: 180 179 381#

Join on a video conferencing device

Tenant key: ncgov@m.webex.com

T Video ID: 114 703939 1

More info

Instructions: Vendor representatives are URGED and CAUTIONED to attend the pre-bid conference and apprise themselves of the
conditions and requirements which will affect the peiformance of the work called for by this IFB. A non-mandatory pre-bid
conference is scheduled for this IFB. Submission of a bid shall constitute sufficient evidence of Vendor’s compliance and no
allowan¢e will be made for unreported conditions which a prudent Vendor would recognize as affecting the performance of the
work called for in this IFB.

Vendor is cautioned that any information released to attendees during the pre-bid conference, other than that involving the
physical aspects of the facility referenced above, and which conflicts with, supersedes, or adds to requirements in this IFB, must
be confirmed by written addendum before it can be conisidered as a part of this IFB and any resulting contract.

2.6 BID QUESTIONS

Upon review of the IFB documents, Vendors may have: questions to clarify or interpret the IFB in order to submit the best bid
possible; To accommodate the Bid Questions process, Vzndors shall submit any such questions by the “Submit Written Questions”
date and time provided in the IFB SCHEDULE Section above, unless modified by Addendum.

Questions related to the content of the solicitation, or the procurement process should be directed to the person on the title page
of this dpcument via the Sourcing Tool's message board by the date and time specified in the IFB SCHEDULE Section of this IFB.
Vendors:jwill enter “IFB # DPC-1366875677-BP — Questions” as the subject of the message. Question submittals should include a
reference to the applicable IFB section. This is the only manner in which questions will be received.

Questions or issues related to using the Sourcing Tool it;self can be directed to the North Carolina eProcurement Help Desk at 888-
211-7440, Option 2. Help Desk representatives are available Monday through Friday from 7:30 AM ET to 5:00 PM EST.

Questions received prior to the submission deadline date, the State’s response, and any additional terms deemed necessary by
the State will be posted in the Sourcing Tool in the “orm of an addendum and shall become an Addendum to this IFB. No
informafion, instruction or advice provided orally or informally by any State personnel, whether made in response to a question
or othedmise in connection with this IFB, shall be consiclered authoritative or binding. Vendors shall rely only on written material
contained in an Addendum to this IFB.

2.7 BID SUBMITTAL

IMPORTANT NOTE: This is an absolute requirement. Late bids, regardless of cause, will not be opened or considered, and will be
automatically disqualified from further consideration. vendor shall bear the sole risk of late submission due to unintended or

unanticipated delay. It is the Vendor’s sole responsibility to ensure its bid has been received as described in this IFB by the specified
Ver: 11/2024 7
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time anq date of opening. Failure to submit a bid in strict accordance with instructions provided shall constitute sufficient cause
to reject a Vendor’s bid(s). Solicitation responses are subject to Sealed Bidding requirements.

Vendor’s bids for this procurement must be submitted hrough the Sourcing Tool. For training on how to use the Sourcing Tool to
view solicitations, submit questions, develop responses, upload documents, and submit offers to the State, Vendors should go to
the following site: https://eprocurement.nc.gov/traininz/vendor-training.

Questions or issues related to using the Sourcing Tool itself can be directed to the North Carolina eProcurement Help Desk at 888-
211-7440, Option 2. Help Desk representatives are avai able Monday through Friday from 7:30 AM EST to 5:00 PM EST.

Tips for Using the Sourcing Tool

1. Vendors should review available training and confirm that they are able to access the Sourcing Event, enter responses,
‘and upload files well in advance of the date and time response are due to allow sufficient time to seek assistance from
'the North Carolina eProcurement Help Desk.

2. Vendors may submit their responses early to rake sure there are no issues, and then submit a revised response any time
|prior to the response due date and time. The State will only review the most recent response.

3. |Vendors should respond to all relevant sections of the Sourcing Event. Certain questions or items are required in order to
\ : ; : 5 7
‘,submit a response and are denoted with an asterisk. The Sourcing Tool will not allow a response to be submitted unless
\all required items are completed. The Sourcing Tool will provide error messages to help identify any required information

‘that is missing when response is submitted.

4. |Simply saving your response in the Sourcing Tool is not the same as submitting your response to the State. Vendors should
‘make sure they complete the submission process and receive a message that their response was successfully submitted.

5. |Only Bids submitted through the Content Section of the Ariba Sourcing Event will be considered. Bids submitted
'through the Message Board will not be accepied or considered for award.
|

2.8  BID CONTENTS

Vendors shall provide responses to all questions and complete all attachments for this IFB that require the Vendor to provide
information and upload them to the Sourcing Event in the Sourcing Tool. Vendor may not be able to submit its response in the
Sourcing Tool unless all required items are addressed. Vendors shall provide authorized signatures where requested. Failure to
provide all required items, or Vendor’s submission of incomplete items, may result in the State rejecting Vendor’s bid, in the State’s
sole discretion.

Vendors shall upload the following items and attachments in the Sourcing Tool:
|
a) Cover Letter, must include the following: (i) a stateinent that confirms that the Vendor has read the IFB in its entirety,

including all links, and all Addenda released in conjunction with the IFB; (i) a statement that Vendor agrees to perform in
accordance with the scope of work, requirements, and specifications contained herein; and (iii) Vendor’s agreement to
comply with all instructions, terms and conditions, and attachments.

b) Title Page: Include the company name, address, phone number and authorized representative along with the Bid Number.
c) Completed and signed version of EXECUTION PAGES3, along with the body of the IFB.

d) Signed receipt pages of any addenda released in cojunction with this IFB, if required to be returned.

e) Venﬁor Responses to Section 4.16 Descriptive Literature; Section 5.4 Deviations (If applicable)

f) Completed version of ATTACHMENT A: PRICING WORKBOOK

g) Con'ipleted and signed version of ATTACHMENT D: HUB SUPPLEMENTAL VENDOR INFORMATION

Ver: 11/2024 8
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At their option, the evaluators may request oral presentations or discussions with any or all Vendors for clarification or to amplify
the materials presented in any part of the bid. Vendors are cautioned, however, that the evaluators are not required to request
presentations or other clarification—and often do not. Therefore, all bids should be complete and reflect the most favorable
termsiavailable from the Vendor. Prices of bid cannot be altered or modified as part of a clarification.

Bids will generally be evaluated, based on completeness, content, cost, and responsibility of the Vendor to supply the requested
Goods and Services. Specific evaluation criteria are listed in Section 3.1 METHOD OF AWARD.

Upon completion of the evaluation process, the State will make Award(s) based on the evaluation and post the award(s) to the
electronic Vendor Portal (eVP), https://evp.nc.gov, under the IFB number for this solicitation. Award of a contract to one
Vendar does not mean that the other bids lacked merit, but that, all factors considered, the selected bid was deemed most
advantageous and represented the best value to the 5tate.

The State reserves the right to negotiate with one o~ more Vendors, or to reject all original offers and negotiate with one or
more sources of supply that may be capable of satisfying the requirement, and in either case to require Vendor to submit a Best
and Final Offer (BAFO) based on discussions and negctiations with the State.

3.4 PERFORMANCE OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Vendor shall complete ATTACHMENT F: LOCATION OF WORKERS UTILIZED BY VENDOR. In addition to any other evaluation criteria
identified in this IFB, the State may also consider, for purposes of evaluating proposed or actual contract performance outside of
the United States, how that performance may affect th: following factors to ensure that any award will be in the best interest of
the State:

a) Total cost to the State

b) Level of quality provided by the Vendor

c) Process and performance capability across multiple jurisdictions

d) |Protection of the State’s information and intell2ctual property

e) Availability of pertinent skills

f) Ability to understand the State’s business requ rements and internal operational culture
g) Particular risk factors such as the security of th2 State’s information technology

h) [Relations with citizens and employees

i) Contract enforcement jurisdictional issues

3.5 INTERPRETATION OF TERMS AND PHRASES

This IFB serves two functions: (1) to advise potential Vendors of the parameters of the solution being sought by the State; and (2)
to provide (together with other specified documents) the terms of the contract resulting from this procurement. The use of phrases
such as ';shall," “must,” and “requirements” are intended to create enforceable contract conditions. In determining whether bids
should be evaluated or rejected, the State will take int> consideration the degree to which Vendors have proposed or failed to
propose solutions that will satisfy the State’s needs as described in the IFB. Except as specifically stated in the IFB, no one
requirement shall automatically disqualify a Vendor from consideration. However, failure to comply with any single requirement
may resmjlt in the State exercising its discretion to reject a bid in its entirety.

4.0 REQUIREMENTS

This Section lists the requirements related to this IFB. By submitting a bid, the Vendor agrees to meet all stated requirements in
this Section, as well as any other specifications, requirements, and terms and conditions stated in this IFB. If a Vendor is unclear
about a requirement or specification or believes a chanze in a requirement would allow for the State to receive a better bid, the
Vendor is encouraged to submit these items in the forn of a question during the question and answer period in accordance with
the Bid Questions Section above.

i
Ver: 11/2024 11






|

\
1

Bid Number: DPC-1366875677-BP ——— fO(m@L &Iﬂ(ﬂ Dyt é’ZNlO&D

4.4 PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION
SUITABILITY FOR INTENDED USE

Vendors are requested to offer only items directly complying with the specifications herein or comparable items which will provide
the equivalent capabilities, features and diversity callec for herein. The State reserves the right to evaluate all bids for suitability
for the required use and to award the one best meeting requirements and considered to be in the State’s best interest.

4.5 TRANSPORTATION AND IDENTIFICATION

The Vendor shall deliver Free Carrier (FCA) to any requested location within the State of North Carolina with all transportation
costs and fees included in the total bid price.

When an order is placed using a purchase order, the pur:zhase order number shall be shown on all packages and shipping manifests
to ensure proper identification and payment of invoices. If an order is placed without using a purchase order, such as via phone,
the Buyer’s name shall be show on all packages. A complete packing list shall accompany each shipment. Vendors shall not ship
any prod;ucts until they have received an order.

4.6 DELIVERY
The Vendor shall deliver Free Carrier (FCA) to any state ourchasing entity withing the 100 counties of the State of North Carolina.

Vendor should complete delivery within five (5) consecutive calendar days after receipt of purchase order.

For completlon by Vendor: Delivery will be made from /"// { f)(’ /Y»l ’ / /JC (city, state) within

5 consecutlve calendar days after receipt of purchcse order. Promptness of delivery may be used as a factor in the award

criteria. |

4.7 ON-TIME DELIVERY RATE

The Vendor shall maintain an on-time shipment rate of at least 95% of orders being shipped within delivery terms. On-time
shipment is defined as shipping all ordered items to the receiving point designated by the Buyer within the shipping time required
in Section 4.5 DELIVERY. The on-time shipping rate is celculated using the following formula:

95%

(Number of On-Time Order Shipments)/ (Total Number of Orders) x 100% = On-Time Shipment Rate
Note: Oﬁ-Time Shipment Rate will be rounded to the nearest whole percent.

NOTE: An order will not be considered shipped until all items in the order have been shipped to the State. This includes all
shlpments required to complete a given order. Therefcre, the “Total Number of Orders” is equal to the total number of orders
received, subtracting any orders that are cancelled by tt e State prior to shipment. If the Vendor makes multiple shipments to fill a
single oﬁder the shipment is not considered complete until all items have been shipped. Once all items have been shipped the
order Wl" be considered either “On-Time” or “Late”. Vendor shall not cancel or require that the State cancel any partial order or
item cons:dered “back-ordered” due to shipment delay unless requested to do so by the State, nor engage in any process or activity
with an effect of inflating the actual On-Time Shipment Rate without prior written authorization from the State.

4.8 MINIMUM ORDERS

The minimum order amount, which will qualify for prepaid Free Carrier (FCA), is $300.00 for a single order. Buyers also shall be
requ:red to use this contract for orders less than the m nimum order amount. However, in such cases the order may be FCA and
actual transportatuon charges may be added to the invoice as a separate line item. The transportation costs charged for orders
below the minimum order amount shall be commensurzte with or less than shipping charges of major small package shippers such
as the US Postal Service. No surcharge or handling charge shall be added or assessed for such orders. Vendor must provide an
estlmatqd shipping amount to the Buyer upon request.
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4.9 DEFECTIVE PRODUCTS

In the event a product is found to be defective, Vendor agrees to replace the item immediately, within the same delivery time
frame at no additional charge to the State.

4.10 PRODUCT RECALL

Vendor expressly assumes full responsibility for prompt notification to the Contract Manager at the State’s Division of Purchase &
Contract of any product recall in accordance with the apnlicable State or Federal regulations. The Vendor shall support the Contract
Manager in necessary follow-up with State entities thai have purchased recalled products to replace, at no cost to the State, any

such products promptly.

4.11 OUT-OF-STOCK AND BACK-ORDERS

The Vendor shall notify the Buyer when one or more items in an order cannot be delivered within the time specified. After
notification to Buyer by Vendor of a fulfillment delay of one or more items in the order, the Buyer may cancel undelivered items
within an order, or an order in its entirety, without penalty or charge, to the extent that the notice of cancellation occurs before
Buyer is notified that the delayed item or other cancelled items in the order have shipped.

4.12 QUALITY ACCEPTANCE INSPECTION

It is the responsibility of the receiving Buying Entity to inspect all materials, supplies and equipment upon delivery to ensure
compliance with the Contract requirements and specifications.

INVOICES MAY NOT BE PAID BY THE USING AGENCY UNTIL AN INSPECTION HAS OCCURRED, AND THE GOODS ACCEPTED.

4.13 AUTHORIZED RESELLER

A Vendor may bid if it is a manufacturer of the product bid or if it is an Authorized Dealer of that product. If the Vendor is an
Authorized Dealer, it shall submit a certification from the manufacturer confirming that Vendor is an Authorized Dealer.

The Vendor shall be authorized by the manufacturer tc distribute or resell the products and/or maintenance offered in this IFB.
The Vendor shall provide a signed statement from the manufacturer confirming authorization upon request from the agency.
Failure to provide this statement shall constitute sufficient grounds for rejection of Vendor’s offer, at the discretion of the State.

Vendor is the: ] Manufacturer [] pzaler ] Reseller M/Distributor
Authorized: [] Yes [_] No Attached Manufacturer’s Authority: [Q/Yes ] Ne

4.14 AUTHORIZED DEALERS

An awarded Vendor may utilize approved, Authorized Dealers, to participate as alternate distribution sources for Vendor.
Authorized Dealers may be added at any time during the contract term at the discretion of the Vendor, provided that they agree
to comply with all terms and conditions of the awarded c:ontract, with no set minimum or maximum number of Authorized Dealers
that may be approved. Such participation is subject to the following conditions:

Designation of Authorized Dealer(s)

Vendor shall specify whether orders must be placed diractly with Vendor or may be placed directly with Authorized Dealer(s). If
Authorized Dealer(s) are designated to fulfill orders undar this Contract, issue invoices and receive payment, Vendor must provide
P&C, a list of those designated authorized dealers subraitted with its Bid. P&C will require a vendor registration process for all
Vendors recommended for contract award and their authorized dealers through the E-Procurement System. Authorized Dealers
must register as an e-Procurement vendor with the State of North Carolina upon contract award and must comply with all terms
and conditions of this IFB. Awarded Vendors remain responsible for contract compliance by its Authorized Dealers, and neither an
order placed with, or items delivered by, a Vendor’s Authorized Dealer shall relieve the Vendor from any obligation under this
contract. 7

Will Vendor maintain Authorized Dealers: [ | Yes [Q{No
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Attachefd List of Authorized Dealers: [_] Yes Er No

Modifications in Authorized Dealer List

If a Vendor allows Authorized Dealers to participate in the Contract, post-award requests to add or delete Authorized Dealers or
to modify Authorized Dealer information must be submitted to P&C’s Contract Manager for prior approval.

4.15 WARRANTY

Manufacturer’s standard warranty shall apply. Vendors shall include a copy of the manufacturer’s standard warranty with the bid
response. If a Vendor Warranty is offered, it shall be at least the level of coverage provided for its comparable customers.

Vendor is authorized by manufacturer to repair equipmznt offered during the warranty period? IerES [J no

Will the Vendor provide warranty service? MYES L] NO, a manufacturer-authorized third party will perform
warranty service.
Contact information for warranty service provider:

Company Name: /Qf@f)fﬂ SQH(IU Dfé}ﬂb JIZOPP\

Company Address: //S (’J/\Q{lﬂ \)S% SU/ ?‘86
Keenerslle,, N¢ 27257

Contact Person (name): M MGM }\JC

Contact Person (phone number): :’)%JQ ‘7[(7)9 Zf%l/g

Contact Person (e-mail): oa kﬁ@ C,a 5\0 /Ia é’Q#{\Qj ? ﬂfj

4.16 DESCRIPTIVE LITERATURE
DESCRIP?‘TlVE LITERATURE/CERTIFICATION

Vendor shall submit with the bid, Descriptive Literature to all of the goods being offered, in the designated area of the Sourcing
Tool.

Each bid shall be accompanied by complete descriptive literature, specifications, certifications, and all other pertinent data
necessary for thorough evaluation of the item(s) offered and sufficient to determine compliance of the item(s) with the
specifications. Failure to include such information shall be a sufficient basis for rejection of the bid, at the discretion of the State.

4.17 HUB PARTICIPATION

Pursuant to North Carolina General Statute G.S. 143-4¢, it is State policy to encourage and promote the use of small, minority,
physically handicapped, and women contractors in purchasing Goods and Services. As such, this IFB will serve to identify those
Vendors &hat are minority owned or have a strategic plzn to support the State’s Historically Underutilized Businesses program by
meeting |or exceeding the goal of 10% utilization of diverse firms as 1st or 2nd tier subcontractors. Vendor shall complete
ATI'ACHMENT D: HUB SUPPLEMENTAL VENDOR INFORNIATION.

4.18 REFERENCES

Vendors shall upload to the Sourcing Tool at least three (3) references, using ATTACHMENT E: CUSTOMER REFERENCE FORM, for
which your company has supplied the exact model of ejuipment offered. References shall not be from the same company or
from the soliciting State entity. The State may contact these users to determine quality level of the offered equipment; as well
as, but not limited to user satisfaction with Vendor per‘ormance. Information obtained may be considered in the evaluation of
the bid.
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Federal Jaw prohibits recipients of federal funds, whether through grants, contracts, or cooperative agreements, from using those
funds to influence or attempt to influence (lobby) a faderal official in connection with obtaining, extending, or modifying any
federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement. Further, federal law requires that applicants for federal funds certify:

e that they abide by the above restriction;

e |that they disclose any permissible (non-federa ) paid lobbying on the Federal Awards being applied for; and

e |that such certification requirements will also bz included in any subawards meeting the applicable thresholds.

Vendoré must complete and submit the CERTIFICATION FOR CONTRACTS, GRANTS, LOANS, AND COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS and
the OMB STANDARD FORM LLL when responding to this solicitation.

4.25 SECRETARY OF STATE REGISTRATION

Upon notification of award, the selected Vendor(s) shall complete registration with the NC Secretary of State and shall furnish
evidencé of filing to the Procurement Lead. Failure to provide proof of registration will result in the removal as a selected Vendor(s)
from the contract award. Note that any prolonged (longer than ten (10) business days) notification of evidence of filing may result
in a disqualification for award. No purchase orders shall be issued prior to confirmation of completed registration with the
Secretar]‘y of State.

A contract award under the above-referenced solicitat on, and the resulting purchase arders, will produce repeated orders and
transactions in North Carolina and will constitute “transacting business” in the State, which requires a certificate of authority from
the North Carolina Secretary of State as provided in G.S. §55-15-01 (corporations) or §57D-7-01 (LLCs). Please go
to: https://www.sosnc.gov/ to register.

D5 s<a ]
Vendor registered with the North Carolina Secretary o State: Yes[ﬂ/No O SOS Account # Zém_sz—Lf {

4.26 SUBCONTRACTOR

No portion of the work shall be subcontracted without prior written consent of the State. In the event that the Vendor desires to
subcontract some part of the work specified herein, the Vendor shall furnish with their bid the names, qualifications, and
experiedce of their proposed subcontractors. The Vendor shall, however, remain solely and fully liable and responsible for the
work done by its subcontractor(s) and shall assure compliance with all the requirements and specifications of the contract.

5.0 SCOPE OF WORK AND SPECIFICATIONS

The below specifications and requirements are drawn around a product(s) which the State has evaluated and determined that the
size, conjstruction, design layout, special features and pe formance are necessary. Vendors are requested to offer only comparable
Storage Batteries which will provide the features and p2rformance needed and implied. Storage Batteries provided to the State
shall perform satisfactorily for the use designated herein and shall at least meet the criteria listed in this IFB per the categories
referenced in Section 5. Storage Batteries furnished by a Vendor shall be new, without refurbished or previously used components,
manufactured with first quality materials and workmanship and generally recognized within the Storage Battery industry as
commercially acceptable products. The State reserves the right to determine the acceptability of the products that are proposed
to be furnished under any and all awarded Contract(s) as a result of this IFB.

This solicitation applies only to Storage Batteries in the idlentified categories. Bids for Storage Batteries in other, related categories
will not be accepted. The State will evaluate its needs fo- additional categories and may issue additional solicitations in the future.

5.1 CUSTOMER SERVICES

Ver: 11/2024 17



Bid Number: DPC-1366875677-BP vendor: (0] m/f\m\ @Oﬁ% Wi S{f/é’ll /(’)[S

Key principles and strategies to deliver customer service in the context of Storage Batteries, shall be provided by the vendor
during the contract period. Information to include but rot limited to:

® | Prompt Response

e | Product Knowledge and Expertise

e | Problem-Solving

® Accuracy and Efficiency

® |Tracking and Status Updates

e | Feedback Collection

5.1.1 /GEOGRAPHIC COVERAGE

The Vendor shall provide coverage for all 100 North Carolina Counties.

5.2 SiPECIFICATIONS
A. PERFORMANCE AND CONSTRUCTION

All batteiries and furnished under this specification shall substantially conform to the Battery Council
InternatT‘onaI, battery materials specifications, storage battery specifications, dimensional specification and
ratings.

All batterles shall be of the first line and quality produced by the manufacturer and must be new, clean and
fresh stock maintenance free type.

Dry-cha%ged batteries must be fully usable within 30 minutes following addition of the electrolyte.
B. MARKING (If requested by the Purchasing Entity and shall be at no additional charge)

Each bat]tery is to be stamped or stenciled "property cf (owner)", i.e., "Property of State of North Carolina",
"Propert‘y of Pamlico County", etc.

The namJe or trade name of the battery manufacturer shall be permanently attached to or molded into the
contamér Letters, numbers and/or symbols which shall enable the state to determine ratings from the
manufacturer s data sheet shall be stamped on the ccntainer or the battery connectors. Each battery shall be
plainly marked to show the month and the year that it was delivered.

C. The Core-List Items and Categories of Storage Batieries are listed below. Items offered by the Vendor must meet or exceed
the listed Specifications.

Core- Llst Batteries — The Core-List Batteries are those which have had the highest rate of purchase by the State over the last 4
years. (2021 2024)

It(;_;m Model # Descriptian Group Category

Power Sonic 12V, 7 Amp Hours, General

ik PS-1270F2 Purpose, Sealed Lead Acid, F:! Terminal, Or N/A Sealed Lead Acid
Equivalent
Exide, 12 Volt, 92 Amp Hours, 995CCA, BCI Commercial

2 il Group 31, Sealed Lead Acid, Or Equivalent 35 Cranking

3 SX65-EX Exide, 12 Volt, 78 Amp Hqurs, SSOCFA, BCI 65 Automgtlve
Group 65, Sealed Lead Acid, Or Equivalent Cranking

4 S-H6/L3/48- | Continental, 12 Volt, 60 Amp Hours, 750CCA, BCI L3 & HE & 48 Automotive

EX Group 48 (H6) (48/91), Or Equivalent Cranking
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5 H7/L4/94R- Exide, 12 Volt, 75 Amp Hours, 750CCA, BCI L4 & H7 & Automotive
EX Group 94R, Sealed Lead Acic, Or Equivalent 94R Cranking
Continental, 12 Volt, 92 Amp Hours, 950CCA, BCl Automotive
6 SR INHE-EX Group 31, Sealed Lead Acid, Or Equivalent SHA Cranking
Continental, 12 Volt 7 Amp Hours, General
7 CB1270-F1 Purpose, Sealed Lead Acid, F1 Terminal, Or N/A Sealed Lead Acid
Equivalent
Power Sonic 12V, 9 Amp Houirs, General
8 PS-1290 F2 Purpose, Sealed Lead Acid, F2 Terminal, Or N/A Sealed Lead Acid
Equivalent
9 SE5-EX Exide, 12 Volt, 82 Amp Hours, 700CCA, BCI 65 Automotive
Group 65, Sealed Lead Acid, Or Equivalent Cranking
Exide, 12 Volt, 59 Amp Hours, 600CCA, BCI Automotive
0 | |S2%EX Group 24, Sealed Lead Acid, Or Equivalent o Cranking
Trojan, 6 Volt, 225 Amp Hours, BCl Group GC2, Deep Cycle; Golf
il MEFIET v Sealed Lead Acid, Or Equivalent el Cart
Continental, 12 Volt, 9 Amp Hours, Sealed Lead ,
12 CB1290-F2 Acid, F2 Terminal, Or Equivalent N/A Sealed Lead Acid
Centennial, 12 Volt, 77 Amp Hours, S00CCA, Commercial
13 i Starting, Sealed Lead Acid or Equivalent o Cranking
14 AD-EX Exide, 12 Volt, 156 Amp Hous, 1000CCA, BCI 4D Commercial
Group 4D, Sealed Lead Acid, Or Equivalent Cranking
Continental, 12 Volt, 63 Amp Hours, 750CCA, BCI Automotive
el | Group 27, Sealed Lead Acid, Or Equivalent = Cranking
US, 6 Volt, 232 Amp Hours, BCl Group GC2, Deep Cycle; Golf
38 e Sealed Lead Acid, Or Equivalent e Cart
Power Sonic, 6 Volt, 12 Amp Hours, F1 :
Y P-Bl00FL Terminals, Sealed Lead Acid, Or Equivalent NI sedled lsadAcid
Continental, 12 Volt, 18 Amp Hours, Nut and Bolt E
18 FBIZIS0NE Terminals, Sealed Lead Acid, Or Equivalent N/A Sealed eatAcid
19 T-605LPT- Trojan, 6 Volt, 210 Amp Hours, BCl Group GC2, GC2 Deep Cycle; Golf
MV Sealed Lead Acid, Or Equivalent Cart
20 Continental, 12 Volt, 67 Amp Hours, 800CCA, BCI 78 Automotive
SX78-EX Group 78, Sealed Lead Acid, Or Equivalent Cranking
21 T-875LPT- Trojan, 8 Volt, 170 Amp Hours, BCl Group GCS8, GCs Deep Cycle; Golf
MV Sealed Lead Acid, Or Equivalent Cart
Continental, 6 Volt, 185 Amp Hours, BCI Group Deep Cycle; Golf
22 2SO GC2, Sealed Lead Acid, Or Equivalent a2 Cart
Power Sonic, 6 Volt, 4.5 Amp Hours, F1 P
2 ool Terminals, Sealed Lead Acid, Or Equivalent A Sealed Ledd fcid
24 USSVGC XC2 us, 8 Volt, 170 Amp Hours, S=aled Lead Acid, Or Ges Deep Cycle; Golf
Equivalent Cart
25 c-8D Centennial, 12 Volt, 158 Amg Hours, 1155CCA, 8D Commercial
BCl Group, Sealed Lead Acid, Or Equivalent Cranking
Exide, 12 Volt, 63 Amp Hours, 800CCA, BCI Automotive
26 AR EX Group 34, Sealed Lead Acid, Or Equivalent i Cranking
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>

gories of Storage Batteries

Categories of Storage Batteries—The Categories of Storage Batteries are those that encompass and exceed the Core-List Batteries

that will likely be purchased by the State over the term of the contract.

Storage Battery Categor

1 Sealed Lead Acid

2 Automotive Cranking

3 Commercial Cranking

4 Deep Cycle Golf/Marine
5 Lithium

5.3 (1ENERAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR PICK UP AND RECYCLING OF LEAD ACID BATTERY CORES
S

A.The

ate of North Carolina Surplus Property; Agency will be the manage the Battery Core Portion of this Contract.

Afte
atN

r the award is made, all questions regarding battery recycling should be directed to the Warehouse Operations Manager
C Surplus Property at the address listed below.
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NC Surplus Property

Attn: Christopher Carrington
Warehouse Operations Manager
1310 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1310
919-814-5618
Ch;"istopher.carrington@doa.nc.gov

The Awarded Vendor shall submit ALL PAYMENTS to the State Surplus Property Agency on a regular monthly recurring payment
schedule. Any Negative Charges not covered or associated with this Contract should be billed directly to the pick-up location.
The pick-up of lead acid battery cores will be at various State Agencies, Community Colleges, Universities, Local Governments
and Statewide Municipalities. The specific type of Storzge Batteries will be Automotive, Commercial, Sealed Lead Acid, Deep
Cycle Lead Acid Battery Cores. Pick-up should be on a periodic basis as negotiated with NC Surplus Property or on a Call-In or As
Needed basis.

B. SERVICES TO BE PERFORMED

The Vendor will be required to pick-up a minimum quantity of at least ten (10) Batteries. Vendor may pick up less than ten (10)
batteries at its discretion but the State should not incur a charge. Vendor shall dispose of the batteries and recycle them in an
environmentally friendly manner that meets all local, state and federal guidelines for the “Proper Disposal Method for Lead Acid
Batteries.”

Vendor must disclose to NC State Surplus in writing what will ultimately happen to the Batteries.

Vendor shall bear the responsibility of loading Batteries from the Facilities Loading Dock to the transport vehicle. The Facility
should store the Batteries in a manner which makes loading them easily accessible for the Vendor. If the vendor cannot load the
batteries onto its transporter with normal effort and a hand cart, then the facility should provide assistance with the loading of the
Battery Cores.

At time of pick up, Vendor will be required to provide the generating agency a pick-up and weight ticket containing the following
informaq;ion.
e Vendor name and phone number
|Pick-up date and time
§Pick-up location,
PPick-up contact name and signature
Number of batteries
|Battery category
[Estimated Weight of the batteries.

The vendor has four (4) Battery Contracted Group Weigts:
e Automotive 32 lbs.
° lLight Commercial 60 lbs.
° “Heavy Duty Commercial 100 Ibs.
e Sealed Lead Acid 5 Ibs.

See Attachment K: Sample Pick-Up Ticket. Vendor may provide their own form, but this is the minimum amount of information
that MUST appear on the ticket.
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Pickups|must occur within a maximum of ten (10) calendar days from the date of request by the generating agency or the State
Surplus Property Agency and be recorded on a form similar to Attachment | Sample Battery Pickup Form

C. OP?TQNAL VALUE-ADDED SERVICES

Vendors may optionally provide Value-Added Services along with description and pricing offered on the ATTACHMENT A: PRICING
WORKBOOK. During the award process, the State has “he option to negotiate the services being offered. Please be advised that
any vah{e added services offered are optional and will not be included in the bid evaluation process; however, they may be taken
into cons:deratlon at the State's discretion. The State does not imply or intend that any value-added service will be deemed
acceptable

5.4 DEVIATIONS

The nature of all deviations from the Specifications listed herein shall be clearly described by the Vendor. Otherwise, it will be
consndered that items offered by the Vendor are in strict compliance with the Specifications provided herein, and the successful
Vendor shall be required to supply conforming goods. Deviations shall be explained in an attached sheet, titled DEVIATIONS. This
can be provided as part of the Bid Document or submitted in Ariba Sourcing Event Additional Documentation. However, no
implication is made or intended by the State that any deviation will be acceptable. Do not list objections to the North Carolina
General Terms and Conditions in this section.

6.0 CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION

1

All Contllact Administration requirements are conditioned on an award resulting from this solicitation. This information is provided
for the Vendor’s planning purposes.

State Contract Administrator: Brian Phillips, brian.phillips@doa.nc.gov, 984-236-0296

State Contract Manager: Jonathan Davis, jonathan.davis@doa.nc.gov, 984-236-0225

Note: InJ the event the State’s Contract Administrator or Contract Manager changes, notification will be sent to the Vendor's

Contract Manager and the Contract Synopsis on the DOA P&C website will be updated.
1

6.1 CONTRACT MANAGER AND CUSTOMER SERVICE

The Vendor shall be required to designate and make available to the State a Contract Manager. The Contract Manager shall be
the State’s point of contact for contract related issues and issues concerning performance, progress review, scheduling, and
service.

el | Moo Mulpi
Office Phone #: 3)54) ‘L{Cf? L{L/éa(/&

Mobile Phone #: 3% X L/OZ—” 52/; ’
Ermail /Monita. € Losolimoabens-net
s

The Vendor shall be required to designate and make available to the State for customer service. The customer service point of
contact shall be the State’s point of contact for customer service-related issues.

Ver: 11/2024 22
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|
6.2 ELECTRONIC PRODUCT CATALOG

{
Vendorsi have two (2) options to select from for managing products using the State’s NC E-Procurement Services to develop and
managega catalog solution. Options include:

‘1. Line-ltem Catalog — Limited to no more than 4,000-5,000 available products.

Office F’hone #:

6.2.1 Line-Item Catalog Solution
If select(;ed for contract award, the awarded Vendor hereby agrees to cooperate with the State and E-Procurement Services to
develop{a line-item catalog. At a minimum, the Vendor shall agree to the following:
a. Vehdor shall deliver a line-item catalog within ten (10) calendar days of notice. By providing a line-item catalog, the Vendor
shall provide a list of its products/services and pric ng within a specific template format to E-Procurement Services by sending
the populated template to the Contract Manager via e-mail at eprocurementdata@its.nc.gov.

b. The State will confirm the accuracy of the electronic catalog before loading it into the E-Procurement system. In addition,
the State may determine when the electronic catalog and any subsequent revisions “go live”.

c. The Vendor shall submit an updated electronic catalog from time to time or as requested by the State to maintain the most
uplito-date version of its product/service offering under the statewide contract.

d. The Vendor shall meet the following requirements:

1. Include in the catalog the most current pricing, including all applicable administrative fees and or discounts, as well as
the most up-to-date product/service offering the Vendor is authorized to provide in accordance with the statewide
contract; and

2. Maintain the accuracy of the catalog throughout the duration of the statewide contract; and

Include in the catalog detailed product line-item descriptions; and

4.| Include in the catalog identifiers for specific types of products, to include NC HUB Certified (2" Tier) products,
Sustainable products, Contract products; anc

5. Include in the catalog any additional content required by the State; and

|

6. Limit the line-item catalog content to the Vendor’s statewide contract offering.
|

e. The State shall control which statewide contracts appear in the E-Procurement System and may elect at any time to remove
Vendor’ s offering from the E-Procurement System.

w

6.2.2 'Ordering Instructions Solution
The State will allow for ‘Ordering Instructions’ for custom built or customized equipment purchases only. Vendor will be required
to prowde the sales representative’s contact information at the time of award. If selected for contract award, the State will work
with awarded Vendors and the E-Procurement team to create catalogs that meet the requirements for ordering instructions
dependirflg on the complexity of the awarded contract aad the number of items available.
\

;?43 }Iendor shall indicate which catalog solution they intend to use. Please select one (1):

Line-ltem Catalog
O Ordej‘ring Instructions (for custom built or customized equipment only)
Ver: 11/2024 23












Solicitation Addendum

W

Department of Administration

Issuing Agency:

Dept. of Administration, Division of Purchase & Contract

Solicitation Number:

DPC-1366875677-BP

Solicitation Description:

Storage Batteries

Bid Opening Date & Time:

5/16/2025 at 2:00 PM ET

Addendum Number: #1
Addendum Date: 4/29/2025
Procurement Lead: Brian Phillips

This addendum does NOT need to be returned with the solicitation response.

Event State’s Response

Pre-Bid Conference | A copy of the slides presented in the
4/17/2025 Pre-Bid Conference are included in

this addendum.

ALL OTHERTERMS AND CONDITIONS REMAIN THE SAME

North Carolina STC Addendum

Version Date: 5/2024
Page | 1
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Pre-Bid/Proposal Meeting
Solicitation #: DPC-1366875677-BP
Title: Storage Batteries

Procurement Lead: Brian Phillips

Date: 4/17/2025




Solicitation #: DPC-1366875677-BP
Title: Storage Batteries

* Agenda
e Welcome & Introductions

 Overview of DPC-1366875677-BP and Contract Term
IFB Schedule/Key Dates
* |FB Requirements

e Evaluation Criteria

* Vendor Questions/P&C Responses
* Solicitation Response Reminders

e Question/Answer Session

NC+DOA



Solicitation #: DPC-1366875677-BP
Title: Storage Batteries

Welcome & Introductions

* DOA, Division of P&C Participants
* Brian Phillips, Contract Administrator

* Pamela Case, Contract Manager

* Attending Prospective Offerors

NC+DOA



Solicitation #: DPC-1366875677-BP
Title: Storage Batteries

Overview

* Purpose of solicitation

* The State through the Department of Administration (DOA) Division of Purchase & Contract (P&C)
is seeking vendors to establish a Statewide Term Contract to furnish and deliver the
State’s requirements for storage batteries for a variety of applications such as automotive,
marine, golf and back-up battery power on an “As Needed” basis, if and when ordered by

State Departments, Agencies, and Higher Education Institutions during the contract
period.

* Contract Term

* 5-year term

NC+DOA



Solicitation #: DPC-1366875677-BP

Title: Storage Batteries

IFB Schedule

Action
Issued Solicitation IFB
Pre-Bid/Pre-Proposal Conference

Weritten Question Submission

Response to Vendor Questions
Submit Bids

Contract Award

NC+«DOA

Time Period

April 11, 2025

April 17,2025 at 2:00 PM ET
April 25, 2025

May 9, 2025 at 5:00 PM ET
May 16, 2025 by 2:00 PM ET
May 30, 2025 (estimated)




Solicitation #: DPC-1366875677-BP
Title: Storage Batteries

IFB Requirements

Section 1.0 Purpose and Background

Defines the intended purpose of the solicitation

Section 2.0 General Information

Defines the process and requirements for participating in the solicitation process

Section 3.0 Method of Award and Bid Evaluation Process

Explains how an award decision will be made

Section 4.0 Requirements

Must meet all requirements outlined in Section 4.0

NC+«DOA



Solicitation #: DPC-1366875677-BP
Title: Storage Batteries

Section 5.0 Specifications

Must respond to all specifications or scope of work in Section 5.0

Section 6.0 Contract Adminstration

Must meet all requirements outlined in Section 6.0

Section 7.0 Attachments IFB

Must return all requirements outlined in Section 2.8

NC+«DOA



Solicitation #: DPC-1366875677-BP
Title: Storage Batteries

IFB Requirements

Section 2.0 General IFB Requirements

Section 2.8 — Bid Response Contents

Completed and signed version of EXECUTION PAGES, along with the body of the IFB.

Signed receipt pages of any addenda released in conjunction with this IFB, if required to be returned.

Vendor’s Response to the following Sections: 3.4, 4.1, 4.3, 4.6, 4.13, 4.14, 4.15, 4.16,4.17, 4.18, 4.19, 4.22, 4.23, 4.24,
4.25 and 6.1

Completed version of ATTACHMENT A: PRICING

Completed and signed version of ATTACHMENT D: HUB SUPPLEMENTAL VENDOR INFORMATION

Completed and signed version of ATTACHMENT E: CUSTOMER REFERENCE FORM

Completed and signed version of ATTACHMENT F: LOCATION OF WORKERS UTILIZED BY VENDOR

Completed and signed version of ATTACHMENT G: CERTIFICATION OF FINANCIAL CONDITION

Completed and signed version of CERTIFICATION FOR CONTRACTS, GRANTS, LOANS, AND COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS and
OMB STANDARD FORM LLL

Completed version of ATTACHMENT J: SUSTAINABILITY

NC+DOA



Solicitation #: DPC-1366875677-BP
Title: Storage Batteries

IFB Requirements - Vendor Forms

Attachment Instructions to Vendors

Contain instruction to vendors for: general instructions for responding to solicitation and definitions

Attachment NC General Terms and Conditions

Incorporated into Agreement. Contains the State’s General Terms and Conditions that is the foundation of all contractual
agreements with the State, for non-IT contracts.

Attachment D HUB Supplemental Vendor Information
MUST BE RETURNED — Provide information about HUB certification status and intended Tier || HUB vendor efforts.

Attachment E Reference Template

MUST BE RETURNED — Provide information about similar size/scope references.

Attachment F Location of Workers Utilized by Vendor

MUST BE RETURNED — Provide information about where work will be performed for contract.

NC+DOA



Solicitation #: DPC-1366875677-BP
Title: Storage Batteries

IFB Requirements - Vendor Forms

Attachment G Certification of Financial Condition

MUST BE RETURNED — Provide information about vendor financial condition.

Attachment Certification for Contracts, Grants, Loans and Cooperative Agreements

MUST BE RETURNED — Provide certification that no federal funds have been paid to an influencer to impact award decision.

Attachment OMB Standard Form LLL

MUST BE RETURNED — Provide information to disclose information about lobbying activities, accompanies the above Certification.

Attachment ) Sustainability

MUST BE RETURNED — information describing how environmental requirements relate to clear labeling of the
environmental/sustainability attributes (e.g. environmental certifications, total and post-consumer recycled content, etc.) of

products in the proposed product catalogs, demonstrating the ability to run usage reports that include information about each
product’s environmental/sustainability attributes, packaging, and recycling of spent products.

All forms are available on the DOA P&C Website, listed within the solicitation.

NC+«DOA



Solicitation #: DPC-1366875677-BP
Title: Storage Batteries

Evaluation Criteria IFB

Evaluation Method

All responsive bids will be reviewed, and award or awards will be based on the responsive
bid(s) offering the lowest price that meets the specifications provided herein, to include any
required verifications set out herein such as but not limited to past performance, references,
and financial documents.

All Required Vendor Form Submissions and Requirements stated in the IFB.

NC+«DOA



Solicitation #: DPC-1366875677-BP
Title: Storage Batteries

Questions and Responses (April 25- May 9)

e Questions must be formally submitted for response.
* Questions will be formally responded to in a posted Addendum.

* Addenda will be either informational (not required to be returned)
or for inclusion with response (required to be executed and
returned). The addenda will clearly state the expectation.

* Note — not returning REQUIRED executed addenda will render
response non-responsive.

NC+DOA



Solicitation #: DPC-1366875677-BP
Title: Storage Batteries

Discussion on
Attachment A: Pricing Workbook

NC+«DOA



Solicitation #: DPC-1366875677-BP
Title: Storage Batteries

Solicitation Response Reminders
* Read the entire solicitation, to include all attachments
* Adhere to the time schedule
* Submit all questions through the sourcing project message board

* Review your response
* Execution of solicitation All boxes checked
Complete all tables and fill-in sections

All execution/signature places signed
Submit all required documentation
Execute Addenda as required

* Failure to meet these requirements may deem your submission as
“NON-RESPONSIVE”

NC+DOA
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Questions and Answers
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Department df Admihistration

Solicitation Addendum

Issu*\g Agency:

Dept. of Administration, Division of Purchase & Contract

Solic{itation Number:

DPC-1366875677-BP

Soliditation Description:

Storage Batteries

Bid @pening Date & Time:

5/16/2025 at 2:00 PM ET

Addendum Number: 2
Addéndum Date: 5/9/2025
Progurement Lead: Brian Phillips

FAILURE TO RETURN THIS ADDENDUIV SHALL SUBJECT YOUR RESPONSE TO REJECTION.

L. | The Solicitation is hereby modified as follows:
Mogification Solicitation Current Solicitation Language Updated Solicitation Language
# Section
1 Attachment A: Continental, 12 Volt, 60 Amp Continental, 12 Volt, 60 Amp Hours,

Pricing Workbook
ltem #4

, | Hours, 750CCA, BCI Group 48
(H6) (48/91), Or Equivalent

700CCA, BCI Group 48 (H6)
(48/91), Or Equivalent

Sourcing Event
Section 5.1
Attachment A:

| Pricing Workbook

Section added to allow vendors to
upload a completed Attachment A:
Pricing Workbook

North Carolina STC Addendum
Version Date: 5/2024
Page | 1




The following are questions received about the Solicitation and the State’s response:

Qu

stion #

Document Section

Vendor Question

State’s Response

1

Attachment A:
Pricing Workbook

We would like to quote the
"credit fo- pick up and recycling
of cores" on the pricing
workbook: at a variable rate that
follows a quarterly quoted rate
from one of, if not the largest
domestic manufacturer.

How wou.d you like for us to
quote that following their index
for truckloads of recycled
batteries” And would you like
for us to submit an example of
the current document showing
the quoted rate?

A variable rate may be offered for
the "Credit for Pick Up and Recycling
of Cores" in Attachment A. At the
time of bid submission, the section
should be populated with the
current rate. Additionally, Section
4.16 Descriptive Literature, should
include an explanation of the rate
calculation, referenced index and/or
any other supporting information.
Any referenced index or rate
calculation process must be readily
available and usable by any State
purchasing entity and must not
require assistance from the vendor
to identify the rate.

2 Attachment A: If we quotie a productfroma If a Manufacturer does not offer
Pricing Workbook manufaciurer that doesn't MSRP, per Section 3.1 Category 2 —
publish a "List Price" what Category Batteries, the List Price
would you like for us tofillin submitted must be the
under the "List Price” column Manufacturer’s List Price that
on Table 1 of the Price standardizes their pricing. A signed
Workbool? statement from the Manufacturer
should be included per Section 4.13
Authorized Reseller, clearly stating
their determined method of
providing a standardized pricing list.
Submission price schedules
developed specifically for this Bid
WILL result in disqualification from
award consideration.
3 Attachment A: I noticed nnitem #4 of Table 1 The description for Iltem #4 has
Pricing Workbook, on the price workbook, S- been changed to reflect 700CCA.
| ltem #4 H6/L3/48-EX, lists the same See Bid Addendum #2, Section 1,

CCArating as item #34, SX-
HGB/L3/48-EX, | believe item #34
is the correct CCA and item #4
is incorrectly listed and should
be changed to 700CCA. Can |
guote an =quivalent to the
manufaciurers listed 700CCA
or should | still quote it
equivalent to 750CCA?

Modification #1.

North Carolina STC Addendum
Version Date: 5/2024
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Quéstion# | Document Section Vendor Question State’s Response
4 Attachment A: In the case of item #19 of Pursuant to Section 5.2.C. Items
Pricing Workbook, Table 1 on the price offered must meet or exceed the
ltem #19 workboo¢, T-605LPT-MV, it's listed Specifications.
listed as 210ah.
Any deviations should be noted
Would a nattery that is pursuant to Section 5.4 Deviations.
equivalent in all specs, sizes,
quality other than 208ah Alternatively, see Section 2.9
compared to 210ah be Alternate Bids for details on how
considered an equivalent? vendors can suggest alternative
options. It is recommended that
substantive detail is provided to
support a review of the alternate.
5 Section 4.6 Delivery | Itis my understanding that we | No, a list of centralized facilities by
are to de'iver to all 100 county is not available.
counties within the State of
NC. Howeaver, is there a list of | Asa Mandatory Statewide Term
centralized facilities by county | Contract, all State Entities listed
that we can use as a reference | within the solicitation are able to
to determine freight? utilize the contract, located in all
100 counties. See solicitation
l Section 1.0 Purpose and
; Background.
6 Section 4.6 Delivery | Are there any repercussions if | No.
a battery shipment is delayed
due to inclement weather
conditions?
7 Section 4.8 | understand the minimum No. The State makes no claims nor

Minimum Orders

orders is 53300, however, do
you have any information on
the quantities ordered per
order ? For instance, how
many SLA batteries and/or SLI
batteries are ordered per
order?

does it make any commitments to
order volumes. Estimated volumes
for the full contract period are
included in Attachment A: Pricing
Workbook. The minimum order
quantity for free freight is $300.

North Carolina STC Addendum
Version Date: 5/2024
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Qu

stion #

Document Section

Vendor Question

State’s Response

8

Section 5.2
Specifications

| understand we are able to
provide substitute that are
equivalent to the core-list,
however, for the SLI batteries
if we havz a battery that is
similar in the cold cranking
amps, but is shy on the amp
hours will the State accept it
as an equivalent to the Core-
List provided?

Pursuant to Section 5.2.C. ltems
offered must meet or exceed the
listed Specifications.

Any deviations should be noted
pursuant to Section 5.4 Deviations.

Alternatively, see Section 2.9
Alternate Bids for details on how
vendors can suggest alternative
options. It is recommended that
substantive detail is provided to
support a review of the alternate.

Section 5.3 General
Specifications For
Pick Up and
Recycling of Lead
Acid Battery Cores

| understand we are required
to pick up cores, but is it okay
for us to not charge for the
core upfront and then do the
recycling for free? In other
words, wz will provide the
batteries and won’t do any
separate charge for cores, but
when we pick up the recycling
we will not reimburse either.

No. Core charges should be included
in the cost and recycling pick up and
credits are required.

10

Section 5.3 General
Specifications For
Pick Up and
Recycling of Lead
Acid Battery Cores

Also, it is mentioned on the
IFB that we will have to pick
up cores “rom various State
Agencies, Colleges etc., sois it
safe to assume it will be a
State wide pick up or will we
only be p cking up the
cores/recycles from NC State
Surplus facility in Raleigh?

The recycling pick-up will be on an
as needed basis when requested by
any Purchasing Entity. Batteries are
to be collected from the location
making the request.

11

Section 5.3 General
Specifications For
Pick Up and
Recycling of Lead
Acid Battery Cores

If we are unable to pick up our
cores in person, is it okay for
us to schedule a pick-up
service and/or provide our
UPS account for shipping the
SLA recycles back to us?

The shipping and pick-up
service will be no charge to
the State.

A sub-contractor may be used to
pick up batteries for recycling. See
Section 4.26 Subcontractor for
details.

Please provide information
regarding to intent to subcontract,
in Sourcing Event — Additional
Documentation.

North Carolina STC Addendum
Version Date: 5/2024
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Quastion #

Document Section

Vendor Question

State’s Response

12

Section 6.10 Price
Adjustments

| understand the IFB price is
firm for (1) year, however, if
there are unforeseen
circumstzances such as a tariff
increase and/or market
changes will the State consider
any price adjustments?

Pricing shall be exclusive of any
implemented or pending Tariffs. Any
request for price increase based on
tariffs associated with purchases
shall be provided by way of a
percentage tariff surcharge line
item. All tariffs proposed are
intended to be temporary and
based on current tariff implications
specific to related commodities with
documented evidence of effected
products. Requests for tariff
surcharge(s) will be reviewed and
must be approved by the State prior
to implementing such charge.

ALL OTHER TERIMIS AND CONDITIONS REMAIN THE SAME

|
] Vendor Name:

| Authiorized Signature:

a f&/m(zgo%jq L3450 bitfors
Lttt £ T

; 3 7 -
Name & Title: /;m% B _Dayhtur , Frsydent
Date} ‘SI/CZ)‘Z}‘S J

North Carolina STC Addendum
Version Date: 5/2024
Page | 5






