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The Division of Non-Public Education (DNPE) uses the new portal database system to generate the data in this report. To ensure accuracy, DNPE consistently reminded and encouraged schools to complete their Annual Report to update enrollment. Of the 930 schools, 757 completed their annual reports.
As a result of the 2023 Appropriations Act (House Bill 259), all schools are required to complete the Division of Non-Public Education (DNPE)’s annual reporting requirements to remain eligible to receive scholarship funds from the NC State Education Assistance Authority.

Note: While the governing statutes require schools to maintain attendance information, there is no statutory requirement to report the information using the DNPE portal. Accordingly, what follows is the best available information that estimates private school enrollment.


North Carolina Private School Enrollment by Gender
2025-26 School Year

Female students	72,086	50.1%
Male students	 71,912	49.9%
Total students	143,998	100.0%
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2025-26 School Year

Independent	41,394	28.7%
Religious                          102,604	71.3%
Total students	143,998	100.0%


North Carolina Private School Numbers by Type
2025-26 School Year
Independent Schools	360	36.1%
Religious Schools	637	 63.9%
Total schools	997	 100.0%

Note. The numbers of students are estimates based on information submitted by actual open schools during each school year. ***Private school numbers and enrollment is based on all data collected between July 1, 2025, and April 30, 2026.
*Reporting statistics are based on data exported in May 2026.



	North Carolina Private School Enrollment by County
2025-26 School Year

	Alamance
	2962
	Franklin
	360
	Pamlico
	344

	Alexander
	388
	Gaston
	3013
	Pasquotank
	797

	Alleghany
	0
	Gates
	0
	Pender
	246

	Anson
	87
	Graham
	0
	Perquimans
	0

	Ashe
	0
	Granville
	50
	Person
	93

	Avery
	146
	Greene
	130
	Pitt
	2759

	Beaufort
	545
	Guilford
	7876
	Polk
	90

	Bertie
	439
	Halifax
	569
	Randolph
	1276

	Bladen
	182
	Harnett
	851
	Richmond
	549

	Brunswick
	932
	Haywood
	246
	Robeson
	560

	Buncombe
	3995
	Henderson
	1308
	Rockingham
	916

	Burke
	420
	Hertford
	515
	Rowan
	1410

	Cabarrus
	2899
	Hoke
	187
	Rutherford
	460

	Caldwell
	238
	Hyde
	22
	Sampson
	1193

	Camden
	0
	Iredell
	2031
	Scotland
	677

	Carteret
	847
	Jackson
	257
	Stanly
	761

	Caswell
	0
	Johnston
	1614
	Stokes
	366

	Catawba
	1998
	Jones
	0
	Surry
	299

	Chatham
	584
	Lee
	1307
	Swain
	72

	Cherokee
	68
	Lenoir
	1438
	Transylvania
	204

	Chowan
	81
	Lincoln
	771
	Tyrrell
	0

	Clay
	52
	Macon
	92
	Union
	4175

	Cleveland
	426
	Madison
	184
	Vance
	745

	Columbus
	162
	Martin
	0
	Wake
	23982

	Craven
	1693
	McDowell
	595
	Warren
	16

	Cumberland
	6251
	Mecklenburg
	22687
	Washington
	0

	Currituck
	105
	Mitchell
	77
	Watauga
	240

	Dare
	81
	Montgomery
	83
	Wayne
	1817

	Davidson
	1740
	Moore
	1967
	Wilkes
	339

	Davie
	123
	Nash
	1414
	Wilson
	1699

	Duplin
	299
	New Hanover
	4115
	Yadkin
	51

	Durham
	5845
	Northampton
	258
	Yancey
	90

	Edgecombe
	3
	Onslow
	2577
	

	Forsyth
	6249
	Orange
	1338
	

	
	
	Statewide Total – 143,998
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	Alamance
	16
	Franklin
	3
	Pamlico
	2

	Alexander
	2
	Gaston
	14
	Pasquotank
	8

	Alleghany
	0
	Gates
	0
	Pender
	6

	Anson
	3
	Graham
	0
	Perquimans
	0

	Ashe
	0
	Granville
	2
	Person
	2

	Avery
	2
	Greene
	1
	Pitt
	19

	Beaufort
	4
	Guilford
	48
	Polk
	2

	Bertie
	2
	Halifax
	6
	Randolph
	10

	Bladen
	3
	Harnett
	10
	Richmond
	6

	Brunswick
	7
	Haywood
	5
	Robeson
	13

	Buncombe
	34
	Henderson
	18
	Rockingham
	13

	Burke
	6
	Hertford
	3
	Rowan
	14

	Cabarrus
	21
	Hoke
	9
	Rutherford
	9

	Caldwell
	2
	Hyde
	1
	Sampson
	9

	Camden
	0
	Iredell
	20
	Scotland
	4

	Carteret
	9
	Jackson
	3
	Stanly
	10

	Caswell
	0
	Johnston
	8
	Stokes
	3

	Catawba
	14
	Jones
	0
	Surry
	4

	Chatham
	5
	Lee
	5
	Swain
	2

	Cherokee
	2
	Lenoir
	9
	Transylvania
	4

	Chowan
	2
	Lincoln
	6
	Tyrrell
	0

	Clay
	1
	Macon
	3
	Union
	23

	Cleveland
	5
	Madison
	4
	Vance
	6

	Columbus
	3
	Martin
	0
	Wake
	100

	100Craven
	12
	McDowell
	3
	Warren
	1

	Cumberland
	39
	Mecklenburg
	119
	Washington
	0

	Currituck
	3
	Mitchell
	2
	Watauga
	3

	Dare
	3
	Montgomery
	3
	Wayne
	12

	Davidson
	11
	Moore
	12
	Wilkes
	2

	Davie
	5
	Nash
	9
	Wilson
	16

	Duplin
	8
	New Hanover
	24
	Yadkin
	4

	Durham
	46
	Northampton
	3
	Yancey
	3	

	Edgecombe
	2
	Onslow
	22
	Total
	997

	Forsyth
	32
	Orange
	8
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