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Lowering of U.S. and NC Flags to Half-Staff in Honor of 
Polly Watson Fire Chief James Radford 

Beginning today until sunset Saturday, February 12, 2022 

 
 

 

  

TO:  Cabinet Secretaries; Council of State Members; Office of the UNC President; Administrative Office of 

the Courts; Office of Administrative Hearings; General Assembly; North Carolina Community College 

System; Governor’s Mansion; Governor’s Office 
  

FROM: Secretary Pamela B. Cashwell 
 
Governor Roy Cooper ordered all U.S. and North Carolina flags at state facilities to be lowered to half-staff 
beginning today until sunset on Saturday, February 12, 2022 in honor of Polly Watson Fire Chief James Radford 
who died in the line of duty on Saturday. Radford was promoted fire chief of the Polly Watson Volunteer Fire 
Department in 2021. He also served as a lieutenant and safety officer for the Fremont Volunteer Fire Department 
where he joined in 1996. 
 
Funeral service for Radford will be held today, February 11 at 6 p.m. at Shackleford-Howell Funeral Home in 
Fremont. A graveside service will follow on Saturday, February 12, 2022. 

 

Statement from Governor Roy Cooper: 
"Our deep condolences are with the family, friends and Polly Watson Volunteer Fire Department after the loss of 
Chief James Radford over the weekend. We're grateful for his life and for all the first responders who work hard 
to keep us safe." 

Join us   
Individuals, businesses, schools, municipalities, counties and other government subdivisions are also encouraged 
to fly flags at half-staff. 
  

mailto:communications.office@doa.nc.gov


Background 
North Carolina flag announcements are issued in accordance to regulations outlined in the US Flag Code. 
Click for the NC State Government Flag Guide.  
Sign up for the North Carolina Flag Alert list. 

 
 
 

   

 

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid%3AUSC-prelim-title4-chapter1&saved=%7CZ3JhbnVsZWlkOlVTQy1wcmVsaW0tdGl0bGU0LXNlY3Rpb242%7C%7C%7C0%7Cfalse%7Cprelim&edition=prelim
https://files.nc.gov/ncdoa/Comm/Other/NCStateGovFlagGuide.pdf
http://ncadmin.nc.gov/subscribe-flag-alerts.

