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Lowering of US and NC Flags to Half-Staff in Honor of
WWII Veteran First Lieutenant James Earl Wright
Effective sunrise through sunset October 12, 2021

TO: Cabinet Secretaries; Council of State Members; Office of the UNC President; Administrative Office of
the Courts; Office of Administrative Hearings; General Assembly; North Carolina Community College
System; Governor’s Mansion; Governor’s Office

FROM: Secretary Pamela B. Cashwell

Governor Roy Cooper today ordered all United States and North Carolina flags at state facilities to be lowered to
half-staff from sunrise to sunset on Tuesday, October 12, 2021 in honor of U.S. Army First Lieutenant James Earl
Wright and all those who have fought for our country overseas and never returned home. 1st Lt. Wright was
born in Lumber Bridge, North Carolina, and first enlisted in the U.S. Army at age 17 after graduating from
Newton-Conover High School.

He was a member of L Co, 120th Infantry Regiment of the North Carolina National Guard in Parkton, North
Carolina prior to his activation. 1st Lt. Wright heroically served in the Army during World War II and was assigned
to Company F, 2nd Battalion, 11th Infantry Regiment, 5th Infantry Division when he died in combat in 1944
during a retreat across the Moselle River near Dornot, France, in an area known as the "Horseshoe Woods."

After more than 70 years, he will be returned home to family providing much needed closure to his loved ones.
He will lie in honor at the Oakdale Cemetery, located on Hwy 20, in Lumber Bridge, NC on October 12, 2021 to
be honored by all North Carolinians and as expression of our state’s highest gratitude and respects.
Statement from Governor Roy Cooper:

“James E. Wright made the ultimate sacrifice to protect our state and country, and we are grateful for his selfless
service. Our prayers are with his family as they experience this special and emotional reunion."
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Join us
Individuals, businesses, schools, municipalities, counties and other government subdivisions are also encouraged
to fly flags at half-staff for the duration of time indicated.

Background

North Carolina flag announcements are issued in accordance to regulations outlined in the US Flag Code.
Click for the NC State Government Flag Guide.

Sign up for the North Carolina Flag Alert list.
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