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MEMORANDUM 
 

To: Cabinet Secretaries; Council of State Members; Office of the UNC President; Administrative Office of the 
Courts; Office of Administrative Hearings; General Assembly; North Carolina Community College System; 
Governor’s Mansion; Governor’s Office 
 
From: Secretary Machelle Sanders 
 
 
Re: Lowering of NC Flags to Half-Staff in Honor of NC Civil Rights Activist Andrea Harris 
  
Governor Roy Cooper today ordered all North Carolina flags at state facilities to be lowered to half-staff on 
Thursday, May 21, 2020 until sunset Saturday, May 23, 2020 in honor of North Carolina Civil Rights Activist, 
Andrea Harris, who was a trailblazer for historically underutilized businesses. Harris passed away on 
Wednesday. 
  
A graduate of Bennett College, Harris became one of the youngest community agency directors in the nation, 
helping fight poverty across three rural North Carolina communities. An unwavering passion to help others in 
need, she co-founded the NC Institute of Minority Economic Development in 1986. Located in the heart of 
Durham, the Institute supports minority and women-owned businesses. 
  
In 2017, Harris was appointed by Governor Roy Cooper to serve on the state's Advisory Council for 
Historically Underutilized Businesses. 
  
Statement from Governor Cooper: 
  
“Andrea Harris was a trailblazer who never stopped fighting for social and racial equity in our state. When 
doors were intentionally shut, she broke through for women and minority-owned businesses to succeed, 
modeled excellence in advocacy and mentored scores of freedom fighters. She left an indelible impact on 
North Carolina’s business and African American communities, and she will be missed. Kristin and I send our 
prayers and deepest condolences to her friends and loved ones.” 
  
As a show of respect, individuals, businesses, schools, municipalities, counties and other government 
subdivisions are encouraged to fly the flag at half-staff for the duration of time indicated. 
  
Please note, all North Carolina flag announcements are issued in accordance to regulations outlined in 
the US Flag Code.  
 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=477877&act=111111&c=1346310&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fuscode.house.gov%2Fview.xhtml%3Freq%3Dgranuleid%253AUSC-prelim-title4-chapter1%26saved%3D%257CZ3JhbnVsZWlkOlVTQy1wcmVsaW0tdGl0bGU0LXNlY3Rpb242%257C%257C%257C0%257Cfalse%257Cprelim%26edition%3Dprelim


### 
 

 
For flag information, contact the NCDOA Communications Office at communications@doa.nc.gov or 919-807-4490. To join the North 
Carolina Flag Alert list, visit http://ncadmin.nc.gov/subscribe-flag-alerts. To review the North Carolina State Government Flag Guide, 
visit https://files.nc.gov/ncdoa/flagbrochure.pdf . 
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