STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
Department of Administration

Roy Cooper, Governor Machelle Sanders, Secretary

For Immediate Release

Release Date: July 18, 2020
Contact: NCDOA Communications Office, 919-807-4490

MEMORANDUM

To: Cabinet Secretaries; Council of State Members; Office of the UNC President; Administrative Office of
the

Courts; Office of Administrative Hearings; General Assembly; North Carolina Community College System;
Governor’'s Mansion; Governor's Office

From: Secretary Machelle Sanders

Re: Lowering Of US and NC Flags To Half-Staff In Honor of U.S. Representative John Lewis and Reverend
C.T. Vivian

Governor Roy Cooper today ordered all United States and North Carolina flags at state facilities to be
lowered to half-staff beginning immediately, Saturday, July 18, 2020 through sunset on Sunday, July 19,
2020 to honor the lives of U.S. Representative John Lewis and Reverend C.T. Vivian, two great leaders
who dedicated their lives to justice and peace. These two friends both resided in Atlanta and died on the
same day, July 17.

An Alabama native, Rep. Lewis, age 80, was a life-long civil rights organizer, author and public servant.
Rep. Lewis was the youngest person to address the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom. He
was a central organizer of the 1965 Selma, Alabama voting rights march across the Edmund Pettus Bridge;
a bold, courageous demonstration that was ultimately met with violence and brutality. The nationally
televised altercation, now known as ‘Bloody Sunday’, became the catalyst for the Voting Rights Act of 1965.
Rep. Lewis served in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1987 until his death.

A Missouri native, Rev. Vivian, age 95, was a life-long civil rights leader, minister, teacher and author. Rev.
Vivian was a Freedom Rider who served as the first National Affiliates Director of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference. A co-organizer of the Nashville Student Movement and the Selma Voting Rights
Movement, he was a preacher, political strategist, and a champion for Historically Black Colleges and
Universities. Rev. Vivian was a prominent advisor to Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. during the early
American Civil Rights Movement and was named Dean of Shaw Divinity School in 1972.

As a show of respect, individuals, businesses, schools, municipalities, counties and other government
subdivisions are encouraged to fly the flag at half-staff for the duration of time indicated.

Please note, all U.S. and North Carolina flag announcements are issued in accordance to regulations
outlined in the US Flag Code.


https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=479965&act=111111&c=1346310&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fuscode.house.gov%2Fview.xhtml%3Freq%3Dgranuleid%253AUSC-prelim-title4-chapter1%26saved%3D%257CZ3JhbnVsZWlkOlVTQy1wcmVsaW0tdGl0bGU0LXNlY3Rpb242%257C%257C%257C0%257Cfalse%257Cprelim%26edition%3Dprelim
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As a show of respect, individuals, businesses, schools, municipalities, counties and other government
subdivisions are encouraged to fly the flag at half-staff for the duration of time indicated.

Please note, all North Carolina flag announcements are issued in accordance to regulations outlined in
the US Flag Code.
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For flag information, contact the NCDOA Communications Office at communications@doa.nc.gov or 919-807-4490. To join the North
Carolina Flag Alert list, visit http://ncadmin.nc.gov/subscribe-flag-alerts. To review the North Carolina State Government Flag Guide,
visit https://ffiles.nc.gov/ncdoa/flagbrochure.pdf .
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