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BEVERLY EAVES PERDUE
GOVERNOR

EXFCUTIVE ORDER NO. 56

ENHANCED PURCHASING OPPORTUNITIES
FOR NORTH CAROLINA BUSINESSES

WHEREAS, North Carolina is currently experiencing an unprecedented rate of
unemployment; and

WHEREAS, North Carolina citizens continue to manufacture and produce some of the
world’s best and most economical products; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143-59, the General Assembly has
empowered the Secretary of Administration and appropriate state agencies to give preference as
far as may be practicable to North Carolina products provided there is no sacrifice or loss in
price or quality; and

WHERFEAS, with the exception of furniture, the State of North Carolina does not
currently employ any strategic efforts to purchase goods or equipment from Nosth Carolina
companies; and

WHEREAS, leveraging the buying power of the State of North Carolina could provide
an immediate economic benefit to North Carolina citizens and companies during these difficult
economic times and should be regarded as a business objective that is advantageous to the State
in its procurement efforts.

NOW, THEREFORE, by authority vested in me as Governor by the Constitution and
taws of the State of North Carolina, IT IS ORDERED:

1. 1 hereby instruct the Secretary of Administration to examine the State’s procurement laws
and policies and identify and implement lawful and appropriate policies to use the buying




power of the State of North Carolina to encourage North Carclina companies to do the
following: (a) do business with the State of North Carolina; (b) stimulate economic
development; and (c) most importantly, create jobs in North Carolina.

2. I particularly direct the Secretary of Administration, through the authority given to him
by the General Assembly pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143-59, to develop a price-
matching preference for North Carolina resident bidders on contracts for the purchase of
goods so that qualified North Carolina companies whose price is within five percent (5%)
or $10,000.00 of the lowest bid, whichever is less, may be awarded contracts with the
State of North Carolina.

3. The Secretary of Administration shall take all appropriate steps to implement the terms of
this Executive Order, consistent with the terms of N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143-39, and apply
them to invitations for bids from the State of North Carolina by no later than March 1,
2010.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, [ have hereunto signed my name and affixed the Great Seal
of the State of North Carolina at the Capitol in the City of Raleigh, this seventeenth day of
February in the year of our Lord two thousand and ten, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth.
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ATTEST:
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Elaine £. Mirshall
Secretary of State
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