North Carolina Department of Administration
Division for Women & Youth
North Carolina Domestic Violence Commission
Meeting Minutes
February 20th, 2026
Location: Virtual
Members Present
Deborah Weissman (Chair), Stephanie Judith Batista, Charnessa Ridley, Cathy Cloninger, Michelle Bardsley, Jessica Benson, George Wilson, Donovan Grant, and other members as noted in attendance.  	Comment by Ridley, Charnessa L: members are only the comisssion list staff alone
Members Absent
To be confirmed from attendance records.
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Chair Deborah Weissman at 10:07 a.m. Chair Weissman read the Ethics Statement pursuant to the State Government Ethics Act and asked members to disclose any conflicts of interest. No conflicts were reported.
Welcome
Deborah Weissman welcomed Commission members and included that the meeting was the first of 2026 and notices about meeting dates for the rest of the year have been sent.
Roll Call and Approval of Minutes
A roll call was conducted. The minutes from the November 2025 meeting were completely approved at 10:17 a.m. All members voted in favor except three who abstained. 
Oaths of Office
Judge Nathaniel Knust administered oaths of office to new and reappointed members: Arjun Chatterjee and Cathy Cloninger.
Chairperson’s Report
Chair Weissman reminded the Commission that the Statement of Economic Interest must be completed annually by April 15th and reoccurs every April 12th, along with the ethics education training which must be completed within six months of appointment then every two years. Chair Weissman introduced the topic of the Transportation and Broadband Committee as an agenda item as there are issues with attendance and no official chair. Additionally, the Chairman wanted the committee think about what topics or issues fall outside of their existing committees or if there need to be new committees as issues with domestic violence change with time. The Chairman discussed how domestic violence is “up” in North Carolina and North Carolina Legal Aid has had to close offices and cut staff due to reasons including the frozen IOLTA (Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Accounts). The Chairman then explained how the IOLTA program funding legal aid and pro bono work is beneficial in aiding sexual assault, domestic violence and civil representation. And issued a call to action for the commission to begin to think of other sources of funding for legal aid. Finally, the Chairman introduced the guest speakers for the meeting: Jill Rohner, a domestic violence survivor, and Carolina Farmer, the Chair of the Governor’s Crime Commission, overseeing the Federal Grant awards to entities including domestic service agencies.
Division for Women & Youth Report
Division Director Charnessa Ridley provided an overview of the Division’s role in funding of domestic violence victim service providers. The director discussed leadership transitions, such as new Deputy Director Ikhlas Mohammed, relocation of the division, and the name change of the division to differentiate itself from the Council for Women. She described the division’s role in grant management for domestic violence services, the application cycle, and tracking financial accountability/ monitoring compliance. The director provided some statistics of involving sexual assault and domestic violence as funded agencies are required to report statistical data. 
Report of Access to Health Services Committee
Access to Health Services Chair, Michelle Bardsley addressed that the quarterly report of the committee had been sent out the day before the meeting. The Chair presented the Committee's proposed practices in the current public health crisis including, IPV education, better screening protocols for victims and accessible training as well as the timeline for completion that would aid in getting a new law put into place. The Chair addressed and thanked the new Access to Health Services Committee members.
Report of Access to Transportation & Broadband Committee
No formal report was presented. On behalf of the Access to Transportation & Broadband Committee, Division of Women and Youth staff member, Lisa McLaughlin quickly reiterated the points made by Chairman Weissman about either restructuring, pausing, or phasing out the committee.
Report of Legislative & Advocacy Committee
Chair Kathleen Lockwood detailed the bill proposed by the Access to Health and Services Committee  that specifies training requirements for an individual to receive a medical license; education about domestic violence, intimate partner violence and human trafficking and then every four years thereafter completing two hours of continuing education on the three topics. The law is meant to focus education on identification and screening for victims of these types of violence. The Committee wanted the bill to be proposed in the 25/26 legislative agenda as there is a potential for policymaking decisions in late April of 2026, but if not successful in the short session, it would be proposed in the long session in 27-28. Deputy Secretary of Advocacy, Noelle Talley, introduced the new DOA Policy Director, Leah Catotti. Chair Bardsley moved to make a motion to approve the inclusion of the new item on the legislative agenda for the Commission's 2025-2026 legislative agenda. Carianne Fisher seconded and the Commission then discussed. The proposal is accepted and became a part of the Commission’s legislative agenda.
Regarding committee updates, Chair Lockwood provided an overview of the committee's tracking of funding proposals in NC government as well as the preparation for the short session. She details a several topics the legislature may cover and their connection to domestic violence, such as mental health treatment and childcare policy. The Committee has been tracking the passing of the Survivor Justice Act in North Carolina.
Report of Domestic Violence Offender Management (DVOM) Committee
Donovan Grant, acting as the interim chair for the DVOM Committee, provided an update on the status of the ‘COOL’ program, a domestic violence intervention program, who’s certification had been rescinded. Grant goes on to outline the ongoing legal dispute between COOL and the DVOM but provides no new details. Grant gives detail on the IMPACT program, the complaints against them, and the DVOM’s recommendation. The committee’s is now working to finalize their changes to the code and finding counties and communities for collaboration. Chair Weissman thanked Donovan Grant for acting as chair of the committee. 
Report of Victim Services Committee
Shelby Benton identifies that a part of the Committee’s report was the culmination of work done between October of 2024 to October 2025. The Committee prepared a letter to be sent to individuals who made inquiries of the Committee that needs approval by the Commission. The Committee has been reviewing on guidelines for domestic violence grantees. Shelby Benton makes a motion to approve the Committee’s letter and the motion is approved. 
Guest Presenters
Jill Rohner presents her story, which was meant to highlight how much responsibility is placed onto survivors with orders that are not as effective as thought. She presented to the Commission that entire lives of survivors need to be taken into account instead of just year by year. Additionally educating victims on where they can go or what they know about help and educating offenders instead of just giving them a piece of paper. Deborah Weissman invited Jill Rohner to join one of the Committees.
Carolina Farmer, the executive director of the Governor’s Crime Commission, summarizes the fund’s that the Commission disperses, the data portal, and the direct services to victims of crime. She discussed the VOCA funding and the status of the bill and how the funding has been changed to a three-year grant for recipients. The Crime Commission received a $5,000,000 grant for victim technology and would like the Domestic Violence Commission on what types of information they can provide. 
Next Steps
Chair Weissman had the Committee skip the voting on a new committee and encouraged brainstorming inside of the committees concerning the Broadband and Transportation Committee. Chair Weissman encouraged Commissioners to communicate with parallel organizations and thanked all of the members for the work on their committees.
Next Meeting: June 12, September 11, December 4
Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:03 p.m.
