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Governor’s Advisory Council on Latino Affairs Quarterly Meeting
North Carolina Department of Administration
___________________________________

February 18, 2026
1:00-5:00 PM

Hybrid Meeting

Wayne Learning Center Auditorium
Wayne Community College
3000 Wayne Memorial Drive
Goldsboro, NC 27534

Meeting Link: https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1612678502 
Meeting Minutes – Prudencio Martínez Mengel (Secretary) & Jordan Etters
Public Check-In, Public Comment Sign-Up, & Networking – 1:00 PM

The general public, leadership, guests, Council liaisons, and Council members were all welcomed to the meeting location. Members of the public checked-in, signed up for the optional public comment portion of the meeting, and began taking their seats. 10 guests asked to provide public comments. 

National Anthem Performance – 1:45 PM
Wayne Community College Choir

The Wayne Community College Choir performed the national anthem on stage. 

Welcome, Call-to-Order, Interpretation Announcement – 1:47 PM
Federico Ríos & Andrea Freile, Co-Chairs
Murtado Bustillos, Full Circle Interpreting NC

Co-chair Federico Ríos called the meeting to order. He introduced three speakers to provide brief remarks to the Council and guests. Welcoming remarks were made by:
· Charles Gaylor IV, Mayor of Goldsboro
· Dr. Marc Whichard, Wayne County Public Schools Superintendent
· Dr. Patricia A. Pfeiffer, Wayne Community College President

Co-chair Andrea Freile closed the opening remarks section and provided context as to why the meeting being held in Wayne County was so significant. 

Murtado Bustillos provided the interpretation announcement and instructions for those who need language interpretation services.


Attendance & Public Comment Instructions – 2:09 PM
Prudencio Martínez Mengel, Council Secretary
Prudencio Martínez Mengel took roll call attendance of Council members and liaisons, both in-person and virtually. 
Members Present: Federico Ríos, Andrea Freile, Prudencio Martínez Mengel, Saira Estrada, Iliana Santillan, Vicky García, Lariza Garzón, Maria Mayorga, Marimer Rodriguez McKenzie, Ricardo Bello Ball, Eliazar Posada, Elizabeth Herrera, Jaquelinne Murillo, Juvencio Rocha-Peralta Jr., Stefania Arteaga, Lister Delgado, Zurilma Anuel, Dr. Christian Walter, Dr. Javier Gonzalez, Kiara Aranda, Kurma Murrain, Dr. Carlos Rish, Johnny Guadalupe-Shaver, Pilar Rocha-Goldberg, Esteban Guzmán, Javiera Caballero, & Cristina España
Members Not Present: Javier Correa-Vega, Mary Jones, & Yesenia Cuello
Liaisons Present:  Carolina Fonseca Jimenez, Bethany Wagner, Victoria Zampieri, Hugo Romero-Sanchez, Betty Marrow-Taylor, Mercedes Restucha (proxy), Luz Sanabria-Reyes, Morelva A. Campbell, Tunya Smith, Maggie Woods, Sherry L. Hunter, Carmina Hanson, Jorge Malo, Francisco Guzmán, Carolina Siliceo Pérez, Cheryl Benedetto, Dr. Tamara Brothers, & Jordan Etters
Guests Present: Murtado Bustillos, Angelina Schiavone, David Clayton, Sharon Muñoz, Bilma Iniguez, & Vidal Lordmendez
The December meeting minutes were approved by a majority quorum vote.
Prudencio Martinez Mengel provided public comment guidance, pursuant to NC General Statute §Chapter 143, Article 33C, in both English and Spanish.  
Grounding Story – 2:16 PM
Vidal Lordmendez, H2A Migrant Consultant & Certified Community Health Worker, NC Field

Vidal Lordmendez provided a grounding story regarding the agricultural community in North Carolina, his experiences, and NC Field.

Office of the Governor Remarks & Updates – 2:27 PM
Cristina España, Senior Outreach Advisor, Office of the Governor

Cristina España providing welcoming remarks and reflection on the grounding story shared. Further, she briefly reviewed Executive Order No. 27: Amending & Extending the Governor’s Advisory Council on Latino Affairs once again to highlight membership, meetings, duties, and Council administration. 

Further, Cristina España shared the following information, programs, and updates:
· Governor Stein’s Building 100 Counties Strong
· NC Dept. of Health & Human Services and National Partnership for New Americans upcoming information session for the NC New American Navigator Program
· Governor’s Advisory Committee for a Stronger NC listening session updates
· Links to review the 2024-2025 Latino Council report and recommendations
· Links to view and follow the Council’s Webpage


Public Comments – 2:41 PM
Federico Ríos & Andrea Freile, Co-Chairs

Co-chair Federico Ríos explained that due to time constraints, the time allotted for each member of the public to speak was a minute. 10 members of the public provided comments.

Committee Conversations – 3:08 PM
Federico Ríos & Andrea Freile, Co-Chairs
Committee Leads

Council members and liaisons were directed to separate into their committees for breakout conversations. Members of the public and guests were instructed to join whichever committee they wished to join:
A. Language and Access to Government
B. Civic Innovation and Policy Advancement
C. Economic Opportunity
D. Education and Skills Development
E. Health & Wellbeing
 
Read Out of Committee Conversations – 4:07 PM
Committee Leads

Committee leads provided brief reports from the breakout committee conversations had. Each committee ensured there was a designated note-taker. 
A. Language and Access to Government – Marimer Rodridguez McKenzie
B. Civic Innovation and Policy Advancement – Iliana Santillan
C. Economic Opportunity – Vicky Garcia
D. Education and Skills Development – Prudencio Martínez Mengel & Kiara Aranda
E. Health & Wellbeing – Lariza Garzón

Closing Remarks – 4:22 PM
Federico Ríos & Andrea Freile, Co-Chairs
Cristina España, Senior Outreach Advisor, Office of the Governor

Cristina España and Co-chairs Ríos and Freile provided closing remarks, thanked everyone for their participation, and instructed attendees to gather on and around the stage for a large group photo. 

Meeting Adjourn – 4:32 PM

Next Quarterly Meeting Date: Thursday May 14th from 4:00-8:00 PM in Cullowhee, NC (hybrid)
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