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NC Martin Luther King Jr. Commission
North Carolina Department of Administration
___________________________________

Wednesday June 24, 2026
3:00-4:00 PM
 Zoom Virtual Meeting

Meeting Link: https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1613708813?pwd=dOXNw0W3hcfI5qPnNcWxFQ7lQug4te.1
Meeting ID: 161 370 8813
Passcode: 398468
Meeting Minutes– Jordan Etters
Welcome & Call to Order – 3:04 PM
Marcus R. Bass, Commission Chair

Chair Bass welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked for a roll call of attendance.

Attendance & Minutes – 3:05 PM
Jordan Etters, Policy & Strategic Planning Coordinator, NC DOA

Jordan Etters took attendance via roll call. 

Members Present: Marcus R. Bass, Cheryl Hart, Laureen G. Jones, Dr. Tiffany Tuma, Walter Ferguson Jr., Patricia Levitin, Jennifer Nehlsen, & Phyllis Mack Horton
Others Present: Jordan Etters, Noelle Talley, & Anhuar Castaneda
Members Not Present: Dr. Warren L. Herndon, Dr. Charles Johnson, Resha Peregrino-Brimah, Catherine Williamson-Hardy, Roosevelt Ethridge, & Mildred Christmas

The May 25th meeting minutes were approved by a majority quorum motion and formal vote.

Leandro Resolution Drafting Discussion & Review – 3:08 PM
Commission Members

Chair Bass entertained a conversation regarding a drafted statement for the Commission, written collaboratively with Jennifer Rifkin from the NC Public School Forum in response to House Bill 1089 and Senate Bill 1080. 

Jordan Etters shared her screen to display the drafted statement.

Chair Bass read through the drafted statement and opened the meeting for thoughts, comments, and discussion. No changes were made to the document. 

A motion to approve was made and received a second. A formal vote to approve was had via majority quorum with no abstentions or debate. Approval.

NC DOA Agency Updates – 3:14 PM
Noelle S. Talley, Deputy Secretary for Advocacy, NC DOA
Jordan Etters, Policy & Strategic Planning Coordinator, NC DOA

Noelle S. Talley shared the following updates:
· The agency, like others, are closely watching the legislative budget process given the new fiscal year begins on July 1st.
· The Governor held a Juneteenth Event at the Executive Mansion.
· Chair Bass attended and shared a recap of his experience.
· Boards & Commissions Meetings
· The Commission of Indian Affairs recently met and approved the state recognition of the Catawba Nation as an NC Tribe. 
· The State Building Commission met recently. 
· The Domestic Violence Commission met recently as well.
· The Council for Women will be meeting shortly after the meeting with discussion on the Council’s upcoming Status of Women report.
· The State of NC Internship Program is underway, and staff are working to plan the annual end-of-program intern event at the Executive Mansion.

Jordan Etters added:
· The Office of Historically Underutilized Businesses held its inaugural Capital Area Small Business Summit, which was successful.
· The Lady Cardinal Mentorship Program will begin in the coming weeks for high school girls interested in science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM).

Frederick Douglass Foundation Juneteenth Event Recap – 3:20 PM
Laureen G. Jones, Commissioner
Phyllis Mack Horton, Commissioner

Chair Bass asked for Commissioners to provide a recap and their experience at the recently sponsored Juneteenth event hosted by the Frederick Douglass Foundation of NC. 

Laureen G. Jones shared the following:
· The Commission was recognized at the event, but it was not what she expected.
· There is a photo to share of those who attended. 

Phyllis Mack Horton added:
· She was concerned that the Commission was represented at the event as she was uncomfortable and left early as it was politicized. 
· There is a need for the Commission to better vet the programs it sponsors, attends, and supports.
· After this event, she created a draft spreadsheet and matrix that will allow the Commission to vet sponsorship asks/proposals based on quantitative scoring for a number of variables.

The group briefly clarified that (i) the Commission is bipartisan and is not a politically based body, and (ii) sponsorship requests/proposals are accepted from all but are not fulfilled by the Commission based on any existing political association. 

Vice Chair Tuma suggested, given fiscal year and spending deadlines, the Commission determine an annual deadline for sponsorship proposals and approvals.


The group discussed the idea of creating a questionnaire for sponsorship inquirers to submit to assist in the vetting process.

Noelle Talley stated, for other boards and commissions, it has been useful to have a vetting committee or a small group of members who conduct a first-round review of all proposals.

Commissioners Mack Horton, Nehlsen, and Bass volunteered to join the tentative committee. The small group will meet before the July Commission meeting, and the committee will be formalized in July.

Final Announcements & Public Comments – 3:38 PM
Marcus R. Bass, Commission Chair

Patricia Levitin asked the DOA staff if there was an update on Commission name tags. After she provided a reminder to members attending the July 18th International Civil Rights Center & Museum Gala at 4:00 PM.

Jordan Etters indicated she is awaiting a response from the vendor. Further, she shared there are two current Commission vacancies, and one of them should be filled very soon.

Chair Bass provided a brief legislative update for members in sharing the following:
· Recently, there were numerous veto-overrides accepted on anti-DEI legislation.
· House Bill 958 will be important to continuing following as it pertains to voter rights.

Meeting Adjourn – 3:42 PM

Next Meeting Date: Wednesday July 29th at 3:00 PM (virtual)
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