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NC Martin Luther King Jr. Commission
North Carolina Department of Administration
___________________________________

Wednesday August 26, 2026
1:00-3:00 PM
 In-Person Meeting

Historic Russell School
2001 St. Marys Road Hillsborough, NC 27278
Meeting Minutes– Jordan Etters
Historic Russell School Presentation – 1:09 PM
Phyllis Mack Horton, Commissioner

Commissioner Mack Horton shared a brief presentation on the history of the school, her personal connection to the school/area, and the work of the Friends of Rosenwald School board members.

Welcome & Call to Order – 1:28 PM
Marcus R. Bass, Commission Chair

Chair Bass welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked for all attendees to briefly introduce themselves.

Attendance & Minutes 
Jordan Etters, Policy & Strategic Planning Coordinator, NC DOA

Jordan Etters took attendance of present members as brief introductions were done.

Members Present: Marcus R. Bass, Phyllis Mack Horton, Walter Ferguson III, Dr. Charles Johnson, Cheryl Hart, & Laureen G. Jones
Others Present: Jordan Etters & Bradley Long
Members Not Present: Jennifer Nehlsen, Dr. Tiffany Tuma, Catherine Williamson-Hardy, Dr. Warren Herndon, Resha Peregrino-Brimah, Mildred Christmas, Roosevelt Ethridge, & Patricia Levitin

The July meeting minutes were not approved for lack of quorum. 

Commission Strategic Plan Discussion & Reflection – 1:31 PM
Marcus R. Bass, Commission Chair

Chair Bass and Jordan Etters initiated a conversation on the existing Commission strategic priorities and goals, including (i) education/information sharing, (ii) resource development, (iii) capacity building, and (iv) advocacy through advisory. 
Members reviewed and discussed the following:
· 2024-2026 Commission accomplishments, sponsorships, partnerships, and donations
· Commission strategic priorities – what’s missing and has alignment been maintained?
· Commission impact intentions – what impact has been made in the education system, justice system, and economic opportunities?
· What should the Commission focus on through the close of 2026?
· Action items and next steps

NC Dept. of Administration Updates – 2:12 PM
Jordan Etters, Policy & Strategic Planning Coordinator, NC DOA

Jordan Etters shared updates on the following:
· The Governor’s Committee for Stronger NC and ongoing, statewide listening sessions. 
· The elimination of the Office of Historically Underutilized Businesses and transitioning the NC Small Business Enterprise Program within DOA; to include four upcoming SBE town halls across the state.
· The tentative timeline and plan for the upcoming annual Commission report. 

Final Announcements & Public Comments – 2:20 PM
Marcus R. Bass, Commission Chair

Chair Bass and members briefly discussed:
· Ongoing changes to the election board, early voting plans, and voting legislation. 
· Governor Stein’s veto of House Bill 958. 
· Concerns for mental health in North Carolina.
· Better use of the Commission’s communication tools.
· Securing a speaker at the September meeting from the economic sector.

Meeting Adjourn & Group Photos – 2:35 PM

Next Meeting Date: Wednesday September 30th at 3:00 PM (virtual)
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